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FOUNDATION UPDATE

L andm ar k s 
Com m i t t ed 
t o Ser v i n g 
A l l  A l abam i an s 

?
Collier  Neeley
Execut ive Dir ector  at  Landmar ks Foundat ion

                 'al l , th at  was a l ot  of  f un ! Th an k  you t o ever yon e wh o cam e t o 
Oyst er  Fest ! On ce agai n  i t  was a m assive success for  L an dm ark s an d 
our  com m un i ty. Work i n g even t s l i ke th i s i s ch al l en gi n g, bu t  I ?m  
th an k f ul  for  th e suppor t ive st af f , especi al l y  El l a M ar t i n , our  Speci al  
Even t s Coor di n at or,  for  keepi n g m e st rai gh t  an d h el pi n g w i th  th e 
pl an n i n g. Al so, th an k s t o L i gh t n i n g L i n e for  th ei r  suppor t  an d 
coor di n at i on . Th e pr oceeds f r om  th i s even t  ar e goi n g t o suppor t  th e 
on goi n g updat es i n  Ol d Al abam a Tow n .

I ?m  n ot  sur e I  can  f ul l y  expr ess th e feel i n g I  get  i n  th e exact  m om en t  
th e gat es open , an d peopl e st ar t  f i l i n g i n . Al l  th e h ar d work  pays of f  
wh en  you see peopl e en joy i n g th em selves an d i n  a set t i n g l i ke Ol d 
Al abam a Tow n , i t?s especi al l y  grat i fy i n g. We h ave such  a cool  asset  i n  
th at  l i t t l e m useum . I t?s a pl ace wh er e peopl e can  r el at e t o th e past  on  
th ei r  t er m s, l ear n  l esson s, cel ebrat e th e t r i um ph s i n  our  sh ar ed past  
an d deal  w i th  th e h ar d st uf f . Our  m useum  st af f  h as been  di l i gen t l y  
work i n g on  updat i n g th e i n t er pr et at i on  of  th e m useum , draw i n g 
con n ect i on s between  th e l ived exper i en ces of  th e r esi den t s of  Ol d 
Al abam a Tow n  an d th e br oader  st r okes of  H i st or y. On e con n ect i on  
wor th  h i gh l i gh t i n g i s th e th r ead between  th e Or dem an  sl ave 
dwel l i n g, th e sh ot gun  h ouse, th e ch ur ch , an d th e cot t on  gi n . Th i s 
con n ect i on  t el l s th e st or y  of  l i fe af t er  em an ci pat i on , wh er e 
Fr eedm en  foun d di f f i cul t  t i m es, bu t  al so cr eat ed th e com m un i ty  th at  
cam e w i th  f r eedom , bui l di n g i n st i t u t i on s an d r el at i on sh i ps th at  
woul d ser ve as th e bui l di n g bl ock s for  a m ovem en t  t o over com e 
oppr essi on  an d i n just i ce.

Th i s year  i s m y f i f th  year  as execut ive di r ect or. We?ve gon e th r ough  
so m uch  as an  organ i zat i on  an d com m un i ty  i n  th at  t i m e. L an dm ark s 
h as st ayed com m i t t ed t o ser v i n g M on t gom er y  an d our  st at e by  
pr ov i di n g a un i que educat i on al  exper i en ce i n  Ol d Al abam a Tow n , 
wh i l e r em em ber i n g our  cor e m i ssi on  of  pr eser v i n g M on t gom er y?s 
h i st or i c pl aces th r ough  i n n ovat ive pr ogram s an d i n i t i at ives. Th er e?s 
m or e t o com e on  th at  f r on t , bu t  i n  th e m ean t i m e, th an k  you for  
suppor t i n g us.
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WE HAVE SUCH A COOL 

ASSET IN THAT LITTLE 

MUSEUM. IT'S A  PLACE 

WHERE PEOPLE CAN 

RELATE TO THE PAST ON 

THEIR TERMS, LEARN 

LESSONS, AND  

CELEBRATE THE 

TRIUMPHS IN OUR 

SHARED PAST 

,,
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URBAN RENEWAL

L esson s  
L ea r n ed  
f r om  t h e 
P a st

?
Maur ice Robinson, Ph.D
Assistant  Pr ofessor  of  Histor y
Alabama State Univer sity
Depar tment  of  Histor y and Polit ical Science

            n  m an y ways, M on t gom er y?s cur r en t  spat i al  
con f i gurat i on  h as a l ot  t o do w i th  r oads an d civ i l  
r i gh t s. I n  par t i cul ar , th e I n t er st at e H i ghway 
Syst em , wh i ch  i s th e U.S.? l argest  publ i c work s 
pr oject  t o dat e w i th  46,876 m i l es of  r oad. Th e 
pr oject , as we k n ow  i t  t oday, got  i t s st ar t  w i th  th e 
passage of  th e Federal -Ai d H i ghway Act  of  1956, 
wh i ch  was ch am pi on ed by  th e Ei sen h ower  
Adm i n i st rat i on .

Two year s ear l i er , th e U.S. was di gest i n g th e M ay 
1954 U.S. Supr em e Cour t  r ul i n g of  Br ow n  vs. BOE 
(Br ow n  deci si on ), wh i ch  en ded raci al  segr egat i on  i n  
publ i c sch ool s. Pr opon en t s of  th e Br ow n  deci si on  i n  
M on t gom er y  ch ose t o t est  th e st r en gth  of  th e r ul i n g 
an d began  an  ar duous an d fam ous bus boycot t  th at  
br ough t  wor l d-w i de at t en t i on  t o Al abam a. H owever, 
cr i t i cs of  th e Br ow n  deci si on , such  as Sam uel  

En gel h ar dt  Jr ., Joh n  Pat t er son , an d M acDon al d 
Gal l i on , ch ose t o use th ei r  st at e pol i t i cal  posi t i on s t o 
st op desegr egat i on  an d r et al i at e agai n st  
M on t gom er y  Bus Boycot t  advocat es. Th e I n t er st at e 
H i ghway Syst em  was on e of  th ei r  ch osen  m eth ods t o 
pun i sh  th e i n t el l ect ual  an d econ om i c suppor t er s of  
th e boycot t , wh i ch  was con si der ed a di st i n ct  
em bar rassm en t  t o m em ber s of  th e Al abam a ch apt er s 
of  th e W h i t e Ci t i zen s? Coun ci l . Af t er  th e Br ow n  
deci si on , segr egat i on i st s acr oss th e U.S., i n cl udi n g 
Al abam a?s En gel h ar dt  Jr ., Pat t er son , an d Gal l i on , 
becam e suppor t er s of  M assive Resi st an ce, wh i ch  l ed 
a ch arge t o st op an y  pol i ci es t o i n t egrat e publ i c 
sch ool s. On e segr egat i on i st  organ i zat i on  was th e 
W h i t e Ci t i zen s? Coun ci l  (W CC). Seen  as a r espect abl e 
al t er n at ive t o joi n i n g th e K l an , W CC m em ber sh i p 
en couraged suppor t er s t o i den t i fy  civ i l  r i gh t s 
act iv i st s an d econ om i cal l y  r et al i at e agai n st  th em . 

landmar ksfoundat ion.com

The U.S. Inter state Highway 
System spans a dazzling 
46,876 miles of  asphalt , a 
system intent ionally 
engineer ed to connect  all 
states, bypass r esident ial 
ar eas with minimal 
disr upt ion, and maximize 
cost  ef fect iveness. In 
Montgomer y that  same 
system was used as a 
polit ical power  tool to 
punish suppor ter s of  
desegr egat ion.    

I
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Econ om i c r etal i at i on  i nvolved cl assi c Ji m  
Crow  tact i cs of : busi n ess own ers f i r i n g 
em pl oyees, ban kers cal l i n g i n  l oan s, or  
sh op own ers n ot  al l ow i n g act iv i st s t o sh op 
at  th ei r  st ores. Af t er  th e Al abam a 
gubern ator i al  el ect i on  of  1958, Gov. Joh n  
Pat ter son , At t orn ey  Gen eral  Gal l i on , an d 
H i ghway Dept . Di r ector  En gel h ardt  Jr., 
f i n al l y  h ad th e m ean s t o l egal l y  en t r en ch  
segregat i on  i n to th e bui l t  env i r on m en t  
dur i n g th e urban  pl an n i n g ph ase of  th e 
i n ter state h i ghway routes. 

Before th e passage of  th e Federal -Ai d 
H i ghway Act  of  1956, th e Bureau of  Publ i c 
Roads publ i sh ed a 1955 docum en t  t i t l ed, 
Gen eral  L ocat i on  of  Nat i on al  System  of  
I n ter state H i ghways. Th i s docum en t , al so 
n am ed th e Yel l ow  Book , presen ted th e 
i n i t i al  f ram ework  an d prefer r ed r outes 
th at  th e i n ter state h i ghways woul d t ake. 
Th e com m i t t ee worked w i th  ever y  state 
h i ghway depar tm en t , pr ivate sector  
en gi n eers, an d con sul t an t s t o determ i n e 
wh i ch  ci t i es woul d be con n ected. 
Eth i cal l y, civ i l  en gi n eers were cogn i zan t  
of  m ak i n g sure th at  r outes th ough  urban  
spaces were cost  ef fect ive an d as 
m i n i m al ly  di sr upt ive as possi bl e. I n  m ost  
cases, i n cl udi n g M on tgom ery, th e Yel l ow  
Book  was expected t o bypass ci t i es i f  
possi bl e. Gov. Ji m  Fol som?s state h i ghway 
di r ector  H erm an  Nel son , an  en gi n eer  by  
t rade, assi sted w i th  Al abam a?s Yel l ow  Book  
m aps an d sel ected a bypass pl an  for  
M on tgom ery.

By 1959, th e n ewly  el ected Pat ter son  
adm i n i st rat i on , th rough  n ew  h i ghway 
di r ector  En gel h ardt  Jr., got  i t s ch an ce t o 
di sm i ss th e en gi n eer -l ed r oute sel ect i on s 
th rough  Al abam a?s urban  spaces an d 
dev i ated si gn i f i can t ly  f r om  Yel l ow  Book  
m aps. I n ter states 85 (I -85) an d 65 di d n ot  
bypass M on tgom ery?s r esi den t i al  areas, 
as or i gi n al l y  pl an n ed. I n stead h i ghways 
r outed th rough  n on -bl i gh ted Afr i can  
Am er i can  n ei gh borh oods, such  as 
Cen ten n i al  H i l l , an d busi n ess areas of f  
H ol t  St r eet . Both  areas were wh ere 
NAACP, M on tgom ery  I m provem en t  
Associ at i on , an d Wom en?s Pol i t i cal  
Coun ci l  m em bers l ived, worsh i pped, or  
worked. Th e n ew  route of  I -85 
pur poseful l y  r erouted bel ow  Oak  Park  
an d as cl ose t o Al abam a State Col l ege as 
m uch  as possi bl e. To th e W CC, facul ty  an d 
staf f  at  th e col l ege an d ch urch es were 
som e th e i n st r um en tal  suppor ter s of  th e 
boycot t  an d were t o bl am e for  
M on tgom ery?s raci al  probl em s.

Th ere i s a greater  stor y  of  h ow   th e 
I n ter state H i ghway System  h as i m pacted 
Al abam a. H owever, a backgroun d of  th e 
peopl e an d processes th at  created th i s 
i ssue are h el pful  for  f u ture di scussi on s of  
M on tgom ery?s bui l t  env i r on m en t . 
Tran spor tat i on  i n f rast r ucture pol i cy  h as 
th e abi l i ty  t o con n ect  our  com m un i t i es, or  
keep our  ci t i es separated. Th e L an dm ark s 
Foun dat i on  i s at  th e forefr on t  of  ef for t s t o 
con n ect  our  h i stor y  an d spaces.
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THE INTERSTATE

HIGHWAY 

SYSTEM  WAS A 

CHOSEN 

METHOD TO 

PUNISH THE 

INTELLECTUAL 

AND ECONOMIC 

SUPPORTERS OF 

THE 

MONTGOMERY 

BUS BOYCOTT
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Interstates 85 (I-85) and 
65 did not bypass 
Montgomery?s residential 
areas, as originally 
planned. Instead 
highways were routed 
through non-blighted 
African American 
neighborhoods

Photo ?  ADAH
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LAFAYETTE YEAR - 2025

FESTIVITIES CALENDAR
- Wednesday, April 2nd, we will welcome the Marquis to Lucas Tavern, where his party stayed on their way to Montgomery, with 

the debut of our new Lafayette exhibit and a reception. 
- Thursday, April 3rd, our friends at the Archives will honor the Marquis with a Gubernatorial Proclamation, panel discussion of 

historians, and a reception afterwards. 
- Friday, April 4th, will be a wonderful day at Old Alabama Town, giving students and visitors the opportunity to interact with living 

historians and learn about Alabama in 1825 from the perspective of Creek communities and American pioneers with ?Alabama 
Fever?. That night, we will toast to Lafayette with a black-tie soiree and send him on to Cahaba.

- Saturday, April 5th, Old Cahaba will host a Bar-B-Que celebration for our Marquis as he ventures to Mobile and onto New Orleans.

Commemoration of 
100th anniversary 
of Lafayette?s visit 
to Alabama. 

Illustration - 
Montgomery 
Advertiser
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2025 i s th e 200 year  
com m em orat i on  of  th e M ar qui s 
de L afayet t e?s v i si t  t o Al abam a 
an d th er e i s cel ebrat i on  
h appen i n g al l  ar oun d th e st at e. 
Th e l ast  i ssue h i gh l i gh t ed our  
M ar qui s? v i si t  t o Al abam a, wh i ch  
st ar t ed on  M ar ch  31st , 1825, wh en  
L afayet t e cr ossed over  th e 
Ch at t ah ooch ee River  n ear  Ft . 
M i t ch el l . Fr om  th er e, h e m ade 
h i s way w i th  a si zabl e posse of  
Cr eek  I n di an s an d An gl o 
Am er i can  set t l er s dow n  th e Ol d 
Federal  Road t o M on t gom er y, 
wh er e Gover n or  I srael  Pi cken s 
an d oth er s m et  L afayet t e w i th  
gr eat  fan far e! L egen d h as i t , 
Pi cken s n ear l y  ban k r upt ed 
Al abam a?s t r easur y  en sur i n g th at  
our  par ty  for  L afayet t e was th e 
best  h e?d seen  on  h i s t r i p t o th e 
Un i t ed St at es.

Lafayet te was considered the 
Nation?s Guest  when  he cam e to 
the Un i ted States at  the invi tation  
of Presiden t  M onroe in  1824. The 
Un i ted States was suffer ing from  
the effects of a deeply par tisan  and 
con ten tious presiden tial  election  
between  John  Qun icy Adam s and 
Andrew Jackson . We Am er icans, in  
the con tem porary t im e, can  relate 
to the i l l  feel ings shared between  
coun trym en  at  that  t im e. 
Presiden t  M onroe, who presided 
dur ing ?Era of Good Feel ings?, 

bel i eved th e coun t r y  n eeded t o be 
r em i n ded of  wh y  th e Am er i can  
exper i m en t  was so i m por t an t , 
forged by  th e sacr i f i ce of  pat r i ot s 
an d wel ded t ogeth er  by  th e 
cooperat i on  an d r espect  of  fel l ow  
coun t r ym en . M on r oe i nv i t ed 
L afayet t e, a h er o of  th e 
Revol u t i on  an d an  Am er i can  
cel ebr i ty  i n  h i s ow n  r i gh t , t o v i si t  
an d r em i n d Am er i can s of  th ei r  
foun di n g i n  an  ef for t  t o 
r ei nv i gorat e th ei r  zeal  for  th e 
h ar d work  t o m ai n t ai n  th e 
Republ i c.

200 year s l at er , h er e we ar e, i n  
th e m i ddl e of  an oth er  
con t en t i ous Pr esi den t i al  
el ect i on  w i th  th e di r ect i on  of  th e 
Republ i c i n  quest i on  an d agai n , 
Am er i can s n eed t o be r em i n ded 
th at  on ly  t ogeth er  can  we m ove 
for war d i n  th e pur sui t  of  a m or e 
per fect  un i on . A com m em orat i on  
of  th e v i si t  of  L afayet t e al on e i s 
n ot  goi n g t o do th at , bu t  at  l east  
we can  h ave a good t i m e get t i n g 
t o th at  ?M or e Per fect  Un i on?. 
L an dm ark s an d our  f r i en ds 
ar oun d M on t gom er y, i n cl udi n g 
th e M on t gom er y  Coun ty  
H i st or i cal  Soci ety  an d th e 
Al abam a Dept . of  Ar ch ives an d 
H i st or y, ar e work i n g t ogeth er  t o 
r em em ber  th i s v i si t  an d th e 
i m por t an ce of  L afayet t e?s l egacy  
i n  our  com m un i ty 's h i st or y. 

St ar t i n g Wedn esday, Apr i l  2n d, 
we w i l l  wel com e th e M ar qui s t o 
L ucas Taver n , wh er e h i s par ty  
st ayed on  th ei r  way  t o 
M on t gom er y, w i th  th e debut  of  
our  n ew  L afayet t e exh i bi t  an d a 
r ecept i on . Th ur sday, Apr i l  3r d, 
our  f r i en ds at  th e Ar ch ives w i l l  
h on or  th e M ar qui s w i th  a 
Guber n at or i al  Pr ocl am at i on , 
pan el  di scussi on  of  h i st or i an s, 
an d a r ecept i on  af t er war ds. 
F r i day, Apr i l  4 t h , w i l l  be a 
won der f ul  day  at  Ol d Al abam a 
Tow n , giv i n g st uden t s an d 
v i si t or s th e oppor t un i ty  t o 
i n t eract  w i th  l iv i n g h i st or i an s 
an d l ear n  about  Al abam a i n  1825 
f r om  th e per spect ive of  Cr eek  
com m un i t i es an d Am er i can  
pi on eer s w i th  ?Al abam a Fever ?. 
Th at  n i gh t , we w i l l  t oast  t o 
L afayet t e w i th  a bl ack  t i e soi r ee 
an d sen d h i m  on  t o Cah aba. 
Sat ur day, Apr i l  5t h , Ol d Cah aba 
w i l l  h ost  a Bar -B Que cel ebrat i on  
for  our  M ar qui s as h e ven t ur es t o 
M obi l e an d on t o New  Or l ean s.

M or e about  th i s bi g week  i n  Apr i l  
w i l l  be for th com i n g th r ough  th e 
en d of  th e year  an d i n  th e Spr i n g. 
Spon sor sh i p an d vol un t eer  
oppor t un i t i es aboun d an d we 
h ope you can  joi n  us for  
M on t gom er y?s 200 year  
com m em orat i on  of  th e v i si t  of  
our  M ar qui s de L afayet t e..

?
Collier  Neeley
Execut ive Dir ector  at  Landmar ks Foundat ion

Commemorating 
Marquis de 
Lafayette's Visit 
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6   M om ent um landmar ksfoundat ion.com

DECEMBER PROGRAM

PASSALONG PLANTS

L an dm ark s k i ck s of f  th e H ol i day  season  at  L ucas 
Taver n  i n  Ol d Al abam a Tow n . Speci al  Decorat i on  
Tour s of  th e Or dem an -M i t ch el l -Sh aw   H ouse  h el d 
at  11am , 12 an d 1pm , Wedn esday - Sat ur day, w i l l  
feat ur e a l ook  at  t radi t i on al  Ger m an  H ol i day  
cust om s an d decorat i on s of  th e cel ebrat i on . Ti cket s 
($15)  avai l abl e at  th e Taver n .

I n  L ucas Taver n , l i bat i on s w i l l  feat ur e Ger m an  
goodi es an d beverages. L ucas Taver n  M useum  St or e 
i s f i l l ed w i th  gi f t  i deas i n cl udi n g l ocal  publ i cat i on s. 
M ar y  Joh n s Wi l son  w i l l  be si gn i n g h er  n ew  book , 
100 Th i n gs t o Do i n  M on t gom er y, Al abam a Befor e 
You Di e, wh i ch  h as been  a bi g sel l er  w i th  our  
v i si t or s. Th e Ti m el ess Toy  exh i bi t  w i th  ar t i fact s 
f r om  L an dm ark s Per m an en t  Col l ect i on  w i l l  be 
di spl ayed i n  th e Ch ur ch . 

H ol i days at  th e Taver n  i s a par t  of  th e Ch r i st m as on  
M adi son  Aven ue an n ual  even t  on  Sat ur day  
Decem ber  7th , w i th  South er n  Ar t  & M aker s 
Col l ect ive, feat ur i n g h ol i day  even t s i n  th e 
busi n esses al on g M adi son  Aven ue. L an dm ark s 
Rescued Rel i cs, at  423 M adi son  Aven ue, w i l l  al so be 
open  f r om  10:00  un t i l  12:00  t o sh op for  your  salvage 
an d h om e i m pr ovem en t  n eeds.

M i l o Bar r et t  H owar d Jr . (1933-1981), on e of  
L an dm ark s? foun di n g fath er s, was i n duct ed 
i n t o th e Al abam a?s M en?s H al l  of  Fam e on  
Sept em ber  17th . Soph i e L aw  of  th e Al abam a 
Depar t m en t  of  Ar ch ives an d H i st or y  
n om i n at ed H owar d for  th e h on or  an d h as 
been  r esear ch i n g h i s l i fe an d pr ofessi on al  
car eer. Foun ded by  th e st at e l egi sl at ur e i n  
1987, th e Al abam a M en?s H al l  of  Fam e 
r ecogn i zes m en  ?wh ose l ives h ave i m pact ed 
th e st at e, n at i on , an d wor l d.? H owar d ser ved 
as th e four th  di r ect or  of  th e Al abam a 
Depar t m en t  of  Ar ch ives an d H i st or y  f r om  
1967 un t i l  h e di ed i n  1981. Ow i n g t o th e 
dozen s of  h i st or i c l ect ur es h e del iver ed 
acr oss Al abam a, H owar d was r en ow n ed as a 
m an  of  gr eat  i n t el l ect , except i on al  m em or y  
an d w i se coun sel . H owar d i s r em em ber ed 
an d r ever ed for  advan ci n g th e cause of  
h i st or i c pr eser vat i on  i n  Al abam a, both  as th e 
i n augural  St at e H i st or i c Pr eser vat i on  Of f i cer  
an d as co-foun der  of  th e L an dm ark s 
Foun dat i on .

Landmarks' 
Co-Founding 
Father Inducted 
into Alabama 
Men's Hall             
of Fame

H ol i day s 
at  t he 
T av er n

Saturday, December 7th 
10:00am-4:00pm

HONORABLY MENTIONED

Portrait of Milo Howard by Hettie 
Murchison, 1980 .Landmarks 
Foundation Permanent Collection.
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BOOK REVIEW
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                 ocal  auth or  M ary  Joh n s Wi l son  h as cal l ed th e 
River  Regi on  h om e for  m ore th an  a decade, an d th i s 
n ew  book ,100 Th i n gs t o do i n  M on tgom ery  Al abam a 
Before You Di e, i s h er  t r i bute t o l ocal s wh o h ave 
dedi cated th ei r  t i m e an d en ergy  t o m ak i n g th e River  
Regi on  a bet t er  pl ace. I n  100 Th i n gs t o Do..., you?l l  
di scover  i n terest i n g h i stor i c l ocat i on s, but  you?l l  al so 
f i n d r estauran ts, ar t  an d m usi c ven ues, park s, speci al  
even ts, sh oppi n g excursi on s, an d outdoor  adven tures. 
Th i s book  cel ebrates th e en t i r e River  Regi on  of  
M on tgom ery, El m ore, an d Autauga Coun t i es.

As a cen t ral  l ocat i on  for  th e Civ i l  Ri gh t s M ovem en t  
an d th e Civ i l  War, th e h i stor i cal  si gn i f i can ce of  
M on tgom ery  i s h eavy. But  th at  h eav i n ess created a 
st r on g foun dat i on  for  th e area?s v i bran t  presen t  an d 
dyn am i c f u ture. M ary  i n cl udes som e suggested 
i t i n erar i es as wel l  as act iv i t i es by  season s. M ary  
div i des si t es i n to food an d dr i n k , M usi c an d 
en ter t ai n m en t , spor t s an d r ecreat i on , cul t ural  an d 
h i stor y, an d sh oppi n g an d fash i on . Sh e al so i n cl uded 
detai l ed con tact  i n form at i on  for  each  si t e an d h el pful  
t i ps for  th e t ravel er.

100 Things to do in Montgomery 
Alabama Before You Die is 
available at Lucas Tavern ($18.00). 
Mary will be on hand at the Old 
Alabama Town Holiday festivities, 
in Lucas Tavern also.

?
Car ole King
Cur ator  at  Landmar ks Foundat ion
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AS A CENTRAL LOCATION FOR 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 

MONTGOMERY HOLDS 
WEIGHTY HISTORICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE. THAT 

HISTORY CREATED A STRONG 
FOUNDATION FOR THE AREA'S 

VIBRANT PRESENT AND 
DYNAMIC FUTURE.
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SPECIALTY TOUR

Speci a l t y  
H ol i day  
Decor at i on s 
T our

Ar e you awar e of  the or igins of  
our  Chr istmas t r ee, or  why our  
decor at ions changed over  the 
year s? A Holiday Decor at ions tour  
of  the Or deman-Mitchell-Shaw 
complex dur ing the December  
month lets you discover  our  
Holiday t r adit ions. 

L on g befor e th e adven t  of  Ch r i st i an i ty, pl an t s an d 
t r ees th at  r em ai n ed gr een  al l  year  h ad a speci al  
m ean i n g for  peopl e i n  th e w i n t er. Just  as peopl e 
t oday  decorat e th ei r  h om es dur i n g th e fest ive 
season  w i th  pi n e, spr uce, an d f i r  t r ees, m an y 
an ci en t  peopl es h un g evergr een  bough s over  th ei r  
door s an d w i n dow s. I n  m an y coun t r i es i t  was 
bel i eved th at  evergr een s woul d keep away w i t ch es, 
gh ost s, ev i l  spi r i t s, an d i l l n ess.

Ger m an y i s cr edi t ed w i th  st ar t i n g th e Ch r i st m as 
t r ee t radi t i on  by  th e 16th  cen t ur y  wh en  sour ces 
r ecor d devout  Ch r i st i an s br i n gi n g decorat ed t r ees 
i n t o th ei r  h om es. Som e bui l t  Ch r i st m as pyram i ds of  
wood an d decorat ed th em  w i th  evergr een s an d 
can dl es i f  wood was scar ce. M ost  19th -cen t ur y  
Am er i can s foun d Ch r i st m as t r ees an  oddi ty. Th e 
f i r st  r ecor ds of  Ch r i st m as t r ees bei n g cu t  for  di spl ay  
com es f r om  th e 1820s i n  Pen n sylvan i a?s Ger m an  
com m un i ty, al th ough  t r ees m ay h ave been  a 
t radi t i on  th er e even  ear l i er . As ear l y  as 1747, 

M orav i an  Ger m an s i n  Pen n sylvan i a h ad a 
com m un i ty  t r ee i n  th e for m  of  a wooden  pyram i d 
decorat ed w i th  can dl es. But , as l at e as th e 1840s, 
Ch r i st m as t r ees wer e seen  as pagan  sym bol s an d 
n ot  accept ed by  m ost  Am er i can s.

HOLIDAY DECORATION TOUR
During the Holiday season Old Alabama Town offers 

specialty Holiday Decoration Tours ($15) at the 
Ordeman-Mitchell-Shaw complex. The Holiday tour 
season kicks off at Lucas Tavern, 310 North Hull St, on 
Saturday, December 7th . Tours start on the hour 
throughout the day. Our Museum is open Wednesday - 

Saturday, from 10am - 4pm. 

The history of Christmas trees has many roots, ranging from the use of evergreens in 
ancient Egypt and Rome to the German traditions of candlelit trees that made its way to 
America in the 1800s. Discover the history of the Christmas tree, from the earliest winter 
solstice celebrations to Queen Victoria?s decorating habits 
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OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

?
Jacob van Megen
Hor t icultur ist  at  Landmar ks Foundat ion

                          an y  an n ual s an d peren n i al s  produce 
en ough  seeds t o save an d sow  for  th e upcom i n g 
grow i n g season . Si n ce L an dm ark s h ad som e great  
h ei r l oom  bl oom ers l ast  sum m er  i n  th e f l ower  
beds at  Ol d Al abam a Town , we star t ed col l ect i n g 
seeds th rough out  th e year. Th at  way,  we can  
easi l y  grow  th e sam e var i et i es i n  our  f l ower  beds 
n ex t  sum m er, an d we al so h ave pl en ty  of  seeds t o 
sh are w i th  f r i en ds an d fam i ly. 

Th e best  pl an t s for  sav i n g seeds are h ei r l oom s, 
l ost  var i et i es, an d open -pol l i n ated pl an t s, 
because th e seeds usual l y  grow  i n to pl an t s th at  
l ook  just  l i ke th e on e you h ad. I f  you save seeds 
f r om  h ybr i ds, th ey  l i kely  won't  grow  i n to th e exact  
sam e pl an t s n ex t  year. But  i f  you wan t  t o 
exper i m en t  an d see wh at  you get , h ybr i ds can  be 
fun  t o grow  f r om  saved seeds, t oo.

We pl an ted m ost  peren n i al  seeds i n  th e garden  i n  
th e fal l  i n  a protected spot  i n  l oose, wel l -drai n ed, 
soi l , giv i n g th em  a l i gh t  cover i n g of  m ul ch , an d 
water i n g th em  wel l  af t er  pl an t i n g. Th ey 'l l  wai t  
out  th e w i n ter  an d sprout  i n  th e spr i n g. 
Depen di n g on  th e speci m en , som e seeds are 
stored an d star t ed i n doors i n  l ate w i n ter  or  ver y  
ear ly  spr i n g. Don't  expect  th e peren n i al s t o bl oom  
i n  th e f i r st  year  because th e pl an t s w i l l  use al l  
th ei r  en ergy  t o grow  root s an d l eaves; m ost  of  
th em  w i l l  bl oom  i n  th e secon d year.

Just  l i ke m an y peren n i al s, th ere are l ot s of  
an n ual  pl an t s w i th  seeds th at  are easy  t o save. 
H ar vest  th em  af t er  th e f l owers bl oom  an d fol l ow  
th e sam e i n st r uct i on s above for  sav i n g peren n i al  
seeds. I t?s such  an  easy  job t o col l ect  seeds an d just  
sow  th em  agai n .

M

They are ready to harvest after the flowers are done blooming 
and the petals have turned brown and/or fallen off.

- Cut flower head with scissors.

- Collect the ripe seeds from the flower head and place 
on some old newspapers.

- Allow the seeds to dry for about a week.
- Clean the seeds by removing any husks or pods.
- Place seeds in an envelope and seal. Store in an 

airtight container in a cool, dark, dry location.
- Sow the seeds in spring. You can plant them directly 

in the garden or get a jump on the season and start 
them early indoors.

Pr epar ing for
Next  Year 's
Flower  Beds 

Tips for  Seed
Collector s

Seedy Saturday
Urban Teaching Farm EAT South, annual 
seed swab event,  is on Saturday, 
January 11th, 2025  from 10am-12pm in 
the Global Classroom at the Juliette 
Hampton Morgan Library, in Montgomery. 
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CERTIFICATION

For  55 year s, th e L an dm ark s Foun dat i on  h as been  
com m i t t ed t o pr eser v i n g, i n t er pr et i n g, an d 
educat i n g  th e publ i c on  Cen t ral  Al abam a's 
ar ch i t ect ur e, h i st or y, an d cul t ur e. H i st or i c 
st r uct ur es f r om  M on t gom er y  an d sur r oun di n g 
coun t i es ar e gath er ed on  9.6 acr es i n  Nor th  H ul l  
H i st or i c M on t gom er y. Th e gar den s sur r oun di n g 
th ese st r uct ur es ar e of  h i st or i c si gn i f i can ce an d 
pl an t ed w i th  per i od-appr opr i at e pl an t  l i fe i n  th e 
m an n er  i n  wh i ch  th ey  wer e used i n  th e 1800?s.

I n  2023 L an dm ark s i n t r oduced i t s H i st or i c Gar den  
Ren ovat i on  Pr oject . To gr ow  our  h i st or i c Al abam a 
pl an t  col l ect i on  L an dm ark s expan ded our  gar den's 
f un ct i on  as an  out door  cl assr oom  for  pr esen t i n g 
cen t ral  Al abam a?s h i st or y  th r ough  bot an i cal  
st or y t el l i n g. Ren ovat i n g th e h i st or i c f l ower  beds at  
Ol d Al abam a Tow n  i s at  th e h ear t  of  th i s pr oject . To 
un der l i n e th e h i st or i c si gn i f i can ce of  our  f l ower  
beds, L an dm ark s Foun dat i on  i s pr epar i n g i t s 
appl i cat i on  for  th e Gr een Br i dges Cer t i f i cat i on . Th i s 
cer t i f i cat i on  w i l l  m ot ivat e L an dm ark s t o work  
al on g a set  of  r equi r em en t s for  sust ai n abl e 
gar den i n g an d i nvest  i n  th e i n st al l at i on  of  

env i r on m en t al l y  f r i en dly  sol u t i on s. Th ese i n cl ude 
pol l i n at or  f i el ds, bee h ives, com post i n g, a 
pr opagat i on  pr ogram , dr i p i r r i gat i on  i n  al l  our  
f l ower beds, soi l  i m pr ovem en t  for  pl an t  
diver si f i cat i on , col l ect i on  bui l di n g, i n st al l i n g a 
n at ive or ch ar d, r ev iv i n g th e l ost  veget abl e gar den  i n  
th e Or dem an  back yar d, r en ovat i n g th e h i st or i c r ose 
gar den  at  Th om pson  H ouse, an d pr ov i di n g pl an t  I D 
t ags for  our  Al abam a n at ive pl an t s for  th e 
en r i ch m en t  of  our  m useum  exper i en ce.

I n  or der  t o get  cer t i f i ed L an dm ark s al r eady  st ar t ed 
work i n g al on g th e Gr een Br i dges r equi r em en t s,  
fol l ow i n g th e pr i n ci pl es of  basi c organ i c gar den i n g 
w i th out  th e use of  ch em i cal s. Af t er  L an dm ark s i s 
cer t i f i ed th i s pr ogram  w i l l  i n cl ude i n t eract ive 
m odul es on  or n am en t al  h or t i cul t ur e an d 
devel opi n g an d m ai n t ai n i n g h i st or i c gar den s for  
adul t s an d st uden t s. Addi t i on al l y, th i s pr oject  of fer s 
un der ser ved com m un i t i es th e oppor t un i ty  t o 
con n ect  w i th  th e sk i l l ed m em ber s Capi t ol  Ci ty  
M ast er  Gar den er s, th e Al abam a H er b Soci ety, l ocal  
gar den  cl ubs, an d M on t gom er y?s ur ban  t each i n g 
far m , E.A.T. South .

GreenBridges is an initiative to encourages 
home and community gardeners to support 
fragile natural areas by creating safe passage 
to native plants and pollinators across our 
nation.  Landmarks is applying to get certified. 

L andm ar k s
Gr een  Br i dges
Cer t i f i cat i on  

?
Jacob van Megen
Hor t icultur ist  at  Landmar ks Foundat ion

landmar ksfoundat ion.com



It is hard to believe that 2024 is 
almost over! Autumn has gotten here 
quickly, and we will be well into the 
holiday season before we know it.

Thank you so much for such a 
wonderful year. Landmarks has 
really started pushing the 
boundaries of what we can be as an 
organization, expanding 
opportunities with our field trip 
offerings, preservation consulting, 
educational programming, and 
updates in Old Alabama Town. We 
can?t do this without you - our 
supporters, members, and friends!

We?re looking into 2025 now and we 
have an exciting calendar lined up 
with multiple events, our 
Preservation Leadership Seminar in 
May, Oyster Fest 2025, and a host of 
other events. We?re also completing 
our interpretive planning for Old 
Alabama Town, with a goal of 
implementation in February 2025. 
This year?s Loeb Memorial End of Year 
Campaign is focused entirely on Old 
Alabama Town and the needed 
updates around the museum. In 
some cases, they are subtle, a new 
coat of paint on the grocery, and in 

others they will be noticeable, like a 
new exhibit in the Tavern dedicated 
to Lafayette and Early Alabama or a 
new tour about the stories of the 
Black experience in Old Alabama 
Town.

Please, take a moment and follow the 
QR code in the upper right corner 
and invest in the future of Old 
Alabama Town. Your contribution will 
help us accomplish our funding goals, 
knock out a few projects, and 
preserve our unique corner in 
Downtown Montgomery!

D ONA T E  
T O OU R  
M I SSI ON !
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