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L af ay et t e
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1825-20 25 

          h er e ar e so m an y m om en t s 
an d m em or i es of  M ar y  An n  i n  
m y ch i l dh ood, m an y I  can  poi n t  
t o t oday  an d say : ?Yes, th at?s 
pr obably  th e m om en t  sh e r ui n ed 
an y  ch an ce of  m e gr ow i n g up t o 
be an y th i n g oth er  th an  a 
h i st or i an  an d pr eser vat i on i st?.

Am on g th e t r i ps, spen d th e 
n i gh t s, fam i l y  di n n er s, an d 
sh ar ed exper i en ces, our  v i si t  t o 
Col on i al  Wi l l i am sburg i n  2001 
st an ds out  wh en  I  th i n k  of  
L afayet t e. I t  was a r oad t r i p i n  m y 
un cl e?s r ed For d Wi n dst ar  an d we 
pr obably  wat ch ed Soun d of  
M usi c t en  t i m es. Fr om  th e 
m om en t  we cr ossed L i n e Cr eek , 
M ar y  An n  was t al k i n g about  th e 
M ar qui s de L afayet t e. Fun n y 
en ough , we di dn?t  see h i m  at  
Wi l l i am sburg, bu t  we wer e 
con st an t l y  h ear i n g about  h i m , 

m ost l y  f r om  M ar y  An n  an d 
m ost l y  about  h i s v i si t  t o 
M on t gom er y  i n  1825. Our  cl osest  
i n t eract i on  w i th  L afayet t e was 
on  our  v i si t  t o York t ow n , wh er e 
we wer e r egal ed by  h i s h er oi cs 
dur i n g th e Am er i can  Revol u t i on . 
As a 9-year -ol d i t  was cool , bu t  I  
di dn?t  f ul l y  grasp wh y i t  m at t er ed 
so m uch  t o m y gran dm oth er.

About  3 year s ago, a f r i en d 
r ecom m en ded a book  about  
L afayet t e, Hero of Two Worlds by 
M i ke Dun can  (2021). Th e book  
was capt ivat i n g an d l ed m e dow n  
a deep rabbi t  h ol e. Th i s t i m e I  
spen t  get t i n g t o k n ow  th e 
M ar qui s h el ped m e un der st an d 
M ar y  An n?s fasci n at i on  w i th  
h i m . L afayet t e i s an  exam pl e for  
our  t i m e, h e was com m i t t ed t o 
f r eedom  an d i t s exer ci se ar oun d 
th e wor l d, bu t  h e was em path et i c, 

f r i en dly, sacr i f i ci al , an d cur i ous. 
H e wasn?t  af rai d t o work  for  h i s 
val ues, h e wasn?t  af rai d t o fai l , 
an d h e n ever  k n ew  a st ran ger. 
Now  th at  I  h ad a ch an ce t o see 
L afayet t e for  m ysel f , I  can  see 
wh y M ar y  An n  r ever ed h i m . I  
un der st ood wh y sh e wan t ed us t o 
k n ow  h ow  i m por t an t  h e was 
wh en  we wer e gr ow i n g up an d 
coul d see i n  L afayet t e th e val ues 
M ar y  An n  passed on  t o us.

Th e fol l ow i n g i s an  1989 essay  
sh e w r ot e about  L afayet t e?s v i si t  
i n  1825. You can  see th e r espect  
sh e h ad for  th e M ar qui s, as a 
per son . I  h ope you en joy  r eadi n g 
i t  as m uch  as I  di d wh en  Car ol e 
foun d i t  a few  week s ago. I t  was 
good t o h ear  M ar y  An n?s voi ce 
agai n , en joy  h er  sen se of  h um or, 
an d as always, l ear n  a few  th i n gs 
I  th ough t  I  k n ew  al r eady.

-
Collier  Neeley
Execut ive Dir ector  at  Landmar ks  Foundat ion
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        or  th e youn g coun t r y, L afayet t e?s v i si t  pr ov i ded 
oppor t un i ty  t o expr ess on ce agai n  i t s grat i t ude for  
h i s ai d, t o h on or  a m an  wh ose l ove for  l i ber ty  
con t i n ued t o gai n  h i m  both  fam e an d n ot or i ety, an d 
t o r e-awaken  th e ol d f i r es of  pat r i ot i sm  wh ose f l am e 
som et i m es seem ed t o ebb as th e Revol u t i on ar y  
gen erat i on  passed on e by  on e f r om  th e scen e. 

Bor n  on  Sept em ber  6 th , 1757, t o a n obl e fam i l y  of  
Auvergn e, L afayet t e, at  th e age of  el even , m oved t o 
Par i s wh er e h e en r ol l ed i n  th e Col l ège du Pl essi s. 
Th r ee year s l at er , h e m ar r i ed M ar i e Adr i en n e 
Fran coi se du Noi al l es. By  th en , h e was a l i eu t en an t  
i n  th e Fr en ch  ar m y an d h ad i n h er i t ed a for t un e 
f r om  h i s gran dfath er. W h en  war  br oke out  between  
th e Br i t i sh  an d th ei r  Am er i can  subject s, th e Fr en ch , 
st i l l  h ar bor i n g woun ds over  th ei r  defeat  i n  th e 
Fr en ch  I n di an  War  an d th e l oss of  th ei r  Nor th  
Am er i can  col on i es, eager l y  m oved t o assi st  th e 
r ebel s. Fran ce decl ar ed war  on  En gl an d i n  1777 an d 
r ecogn i zed th e Un i t ed St at es th e fol l ow i n g year. Over  
h i s fam i l y 's an d gover n m en t's object i on s, th e 
i deal i st i c youn g L afayet t e pur ch ased an d equi pped a 
sh i p an d sai l ed for  Am er i ca wh er e h e joi n ed th e 

Con t i n en t al  Ar m y. Appear i n g befor e Con gr ess 
seek i n g a com m i ssi on , h e r eceived th e ran k  of  
m ajor -gen eral  an d ser ved un der  Wash i n gt on  for  
m ost  of  th e con f l i ct . Woun ded at  Bran dyw i n e, h e 
r ecover ed an d r en der ed adm i rabl e ser v i ces at  
M on m outh  an d York t ow n .

George Wash i n gt on  r espect ed an d t r ust ed th e youn g 
M ar qui s as  di d th ose wh o fough t  un der  h i m . H e was, 
i n  essen ce, th e sym bol  of  Fran ce wh ose ai d an d 
assi st an ce i n  th e bat t l e for  i n depen den ce wer e of  
i n est i m abl e val ue? perh aps assur i n g th e ul t i m at e 
v i ct or y  of  th e upst ar t  col on i es over  th ei r  m oth er  
coun t r y. Pr esi den t  Jam es M on r oe, awar e of   
L afayet t e?s di f f i cul t i es, i nv i t ed h i m  t o th e Un i t ed 
St at es, i n di cat i n g th at  Con gr ess m i gh t  be i n cl i n ed t o 
i n  som e way r epay  th i s m an  wh o h ad don e so m uch  
for  th e coun t r y. On  Febr uar y  7th , 1824, Con gr ess 
act ed, of fer i n g L afayet t e a war sh i p for  th e t r i p. 
Decl i n i n g th e vessel , h e sai l ed on  July  13th , 1824, by  
packet  f r om  L e H avr e t o th e ch eer i n g of  cr owds wh o 
h ad com e t o see h i m  of f . Accom pan y i n g h i m  wer e 
h i s son , George Wash i n gt on  L afayet t e, h i s secr et ar y, 
August e L evasseur, an d h i s val et , Bast i en .

L af ay et t e: A m er i ca's 
M an  of  t he Y ear
1824 - 1825

Wild excitement  gr ipped the United States when in 
1824 the gover nment  announced the acceptance of  
its invitat ion by Mar ie Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilber t  
du Mot ier  Lafayet te to visit . The Fr ench Mar quis 
ser ved as a major -gener al in the Revolut ionar y War . 
This posit ion had ear ned him a special place in the 
hear ts of  the nat ion?s people, and their  pleasur e at  his 
expr essed desir e to r etur n knew few bounds.
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On  August  15th , New  York  h ar bor  was al ive w i th  
sh i ps, an d m i l i t i a wai t ed at  th e Bat t er y. Th r on gs 
cr owded th e ci ty, h opi n g for  a gl i m pse of  th e gr eat  
m an . Th e New  York  Post  n ot ed th at  ?th e r i n gi n g of  
bel l s, r oar  of  can n on , th e f l y i n g of  th e n at i on al  
st an dar d at  al l  publ i c pl aces, th e decorat i on s of  th e 
st eam boat s an d sh i ps w i th  al l  th e f l ags of  ever y  
n at i on , th e m ar t i al  st rai n s of  m usi c, th e sh out s of  
th e m ul t i t udes, pr ocl ai m ed th at  i t  was a jubi l ee 
wh i ch  coul d n ot  fai l  t o be en joyed by  ever y  t r ue 
f r i en d of   l i ber ty.?  Th e Am er i can  peopl e, h owever, 
h ad l i t t l e con cer n  for  Fr en ch  fear s as th ey  set  about  
h on or i n g, fet i n g, an d cel ebrat i n g th ei r  guest .  

Af t er  New  York , L afayet t e t our ed New  En gl an d an d 
th e M i ddl e St at es. Bal l s, di n n er s, an d fest ive even t s 
t ook  pl ace at  ever y  st oppi n g poi n t , an d L afayet t e 
l oved ever y  m i n ut e. Wr i t i n g h om e on  Sept em ber  5th , 
h e st at ed ?Al l  th r ough  th i s t r i p we h ave fel t  
ever y th i n g wh i ch  can  t ouch  or  f l at t er  th e h um an  
h ear t .? I n  Bost on , h e pr om i sed th e m ayor  th at  h e 
woul d be back  on  Jun e 17th , 1825, for  th e l ay i n g of  th e 
Bun ker  H i l l  m on um en t  an d th e obser van ce of  th e 
f i f t i eth  an n iver sar y  of  th e bat t l e.

I n  Oct ober  L afayet t e ar r ived i n  Wash i n gt on  wh er e 
Con gr ess wel com ed h i m  as a ?Guest  of  th e Nat i on? 
(th e on ly  such  h on or  ever  con fer r ed on  an yon e) an d 
gave h i m  $250,000 an d 25,000 acr es of  l an d w i th  th e 
grat ef ul  appr eci at i on  of  th e coun t r y. Th i s 
gen er osi ty  eased h i s f i n an ci al  pr obl em s an d m ade 
h i m  a r i ch  m an  for  th e r est  of  h i s l i fe. (Tal l ah assee, 
Fl or i da st an ds on  h i s l an d wh i ch  h e sol d, r eput edly  
for  $100,000). I n  Novem ber  h e v i si t ed th e aged 
Th om as Jef fer son  at  M on t i cel l o wh er e h e r epor t ed 
th e ex -pr esi den t  ?en joy i n g th e f ul l  v i gor  of  h i s m i n d 
an d soul .? At  York t ow n , h e sur pr i sed h i s 
com pan i on s by  r em i n i sci n g about  th e beaut i f ul  

gi r l s h e h ad k n ow n  th er e, bu t  n oth i n g about  th e 
bat t l e.

Af t er  four  m on th s of  en t er t ai n m en t  i n  an d n ear  th e 
Capi t al , L afayet t e on  Febr uar y  23r d, 1825, set  ou t  on  
th e st eam boat  Pot om ac for  Al exan dr i a, Vi rgi n i a, on  
th e f i r st  l eg of  a jour n ey  wh i ch  woul d t ake h i m  t o 
th e south er n  an d west er n  st at es? a m or e th or ough  
t our  of  th e coun t r y  th an  th i s h ad ever  been  
un der t aken  by  an  Am er i can  i n  publ i c l i fe. 

I n  th e Fr en ch m an's possessi on  was an  i nv i t at i on  
f r om  Al abam a's l egi sl at ur e an d h er  gover n or, I srael  
Pi cken s. A r esol u t i on  passed by  th e l egi sl at ur e on  
Decem ber  24th , 1824, em power ed th e gover n or  t o ask  
th e M ar qui s, an d wast i n g n o t i m e, Pi cken s, on  
Ch r i st m as Day, i ssued th e i nv i t at i on . 

W h en  L afayet t e ar r ived i n  August a, Georgi a, af t er  
r eceiv i n g th e ch eer s an d accl ai m  of  Vi rgi n i an s, 
Nor th  an d South  Car ol i n i an s, an d th e ci t i zen s of  
Savan n ah , th e of f i ci al  Al abam a del egat i on , l ed by  
Gen eral  Th om as Far rar, ex t en ded a per son al  
r equest  th at  h e h on or  th e St at e of  Al abam a w i th  a 
v i si t . Not  sur pr i si n gly, L afayet t e accept ed th e 
i nv i t at i on .
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Photo left page -  Marquis de 
Lafayette, a portrait by Ary 
Scheffer, now housed in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

Photo right page top -  Lafayette 
visited Mount Vernon and later 
corresponded regularly with 
Washington throughout the 
decades. On his return in 1824, 
Lafayette again visited Mount 
Vernon, where he tearfully visited 
Washington's tomb.

Photo right page bottom  -  
Alabama's legislature passed a 
resolution on December 24th, 
1824,  empowering its governor, 
Israel Pickens, to invite the 
Marquis, and wasting no time, on 
Christmas Day Pickens issued the 
invitation. 

Lafayette received credit for establishing Red 
Clover (Trifolium pratense) in the United States. 
As Washington?s aid he had known many 
prominent Americans, heard them discuss their 
need for forage and sympathized.
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Fr om  August a, t h e v i si t or s 
wen t  t o M i l l edgev i l l e w i th  
br i ef  st ops at  War r en t on  an d 
Spar t a. I n  t h e Georgi a capi t al , 
t h e Gen er al  r eceived th e sam e 
ou tpour i n gs of  h on or  an d 
af fect i on  as h ad gr eet ed h i m  
el sewh er e. Af t er  t h e 
cust om ar y  r oun ds of  
speech es, di n n er s, an d a 
Gr an d Bal l , t h e t r avel er s 
pr oceeded on  t owar ds th e 
Ch at t ah ooch ee River , 
st oppi n g for  a sh or t  
wel com i n g cer em on y  i n  
M acon . Th ey  wer e n ow  
advan ci n g al on g an  an ci en t  
r ou t e k n ow n  by  th en  as th e 
Feder al  Road. An  I n di an  path  
w i den ed by  gover n m en t  
t r oops, i t  pr ov i ded m ajor  
access t o Cen t r al  an d 
Sou thwest  A l abam a an d over  
i t  cr eaked th e wagon s of  
t h ousan ds of  set t l er s. 
Tr avel l i n g i n  a car r i age 
l oan ed by  M r s. El i za Cust i s, a 
cousi n  of  George Wash i n gt on , 
L afayet t e boun ced an d jol t ed 
th r ough  th e spar sel y  set t l ed 
f r on t i er  coun t r y  w i th  i t s w i l d 
beau ty  an d sudden  st or m s. 
Th e l an ds of  t h e Cr eek  
I n di an s bor der ed th e 
Ch at t ah ooch ee, an d a h eavy  
spr i n g r ai n  br ough t  t h e 
v i si t or s? f i r st  con t act  wh en  
th ey  foun d sh el t er  i n  a 
waysi de h u t  w i th  n at ive 
h un t er s. L evasseur  at t em pt ed 
conver sat i on  w i th  si gn  
l an guage bu t  h ad n o success 
un t i l  h e pr oduced a bot t l e of  
br an dy  wh i ch  pr oved t o be th e 
key  t o al l  l an guage bar r i er s. 
Fr om  n ow  un t i l  t h ey  r each ed 
th e Al abam a bor der  at  L i n e 
Cr eek , t h e com pan y  was t o be 
i n  cl ose t ouch  w i th  th e 
I n di an s.

On  th e east  ban k  of  t h e r i ver , 
t h e Georgi an  escor t  

r el i n qui sh ed i t s ch arges t o 
Ch i l l y  M cI n t osh , son  of  Ch i ef  
Wi l l i am  M cI n t osh , wh o l ed 
f i f ty  n aked an d pai n t ed Cr eek  
war r i or s. Wi th  th em  th ey  h ad 
a sul k y  w i th  th e dr aw  r opes. 
Boar di n g th e fer r y  i n  si l en ce, 
t h e en t our age m oved acr oss 
th e wat er , an d as th e boat  
n udged l an d, t h e I n di an s on  
boar d wer e joi n ed by  th ose on  
sh or e i n  l oud yel l s an d 
wh oops of  wel com e. Wi th  
L afayet t e seat ed i n  t h e sul k y, 
t h e war r i or s l i f t ed i t  up over  
m uddy  ban k  t o th e wai t i n g 
Al abam a del egat i on .

Gen er al  Wi l l i am  Tayl or  
h eaded th e st at e?s m i l i t ar y  
un i t s, m em ber s of  wh i ch  wer e 
vol un t eer s wh o w i l l i n gl y  pai d 
par t  of  t h ei r  expen ses for  t h e 
pr iv i l ege of  escor t i n g 
L afayet t e. Dan dr i dge Bi bb, 
br oth er  of  two Al abam a 
gover n or s, ex -con gr essm an  
Bol l i n g H al l , an d f u t ur e 
gover n or  Joh n  M ur ph y  wer e 
am on g th e civ i l i an s eager  t o 
pay  th ei r  ow n  an d th e st at e's 
r espect s. M cI n t osh  pr esen t ed 
L afayet t e t o H al l , an d af t er  
h i s r em ar k s, Bi bb expoun ded 
at  l en gth  t o wh i ch  gr eet i n g, 
t h e v i si t or  gr aci ousl y  r epl i ed. 
Wi th  th e of f i ci al  cer em on i es 
over , t h e I n di an s th en  
en t er t ai n ed w i th  a bal l  gam e 
wh i ch  on e obser ver  descr i bed 
as ?bal l  pl ay  sur e en ough !? I t  
was n ow  M ar ch  31st , an d 
L afayet t e was n ow  sever al  
days beh i n d sch edul e. 
Because of  t h i s, t h e m ove 
th r ough  th e Cr eek  Nat i on  was 
as r api d as possi bl e. Even  so, 
w i th  swol l en  st r eam s an d 
r u t t ed r oads, i t  t ook  two days. 
I n t r i gued by  th e I n di an s, 
L evasseur  w r ot e feel i n gl y  of  
t h em  an d woul d, per h aps, 
h ave l i ked t o l i n ger  l on ger . 
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Gover n or  Pi cken s h ad com e t o M on t gom er y  f r om  
Cah aba t o of f i ci al l y  wel com e th e Gen eral ; r i der s 
between  th e t ravel er s an d M on t gom er y  car r i ed th e 
n ew s of  th ei r  pr ogr ess. On  th e af t er n oon  of  Apr i l  
2n d, a m essen ger  br ough t  wor d t o th e Gover n or  th at  
Gen eral  Tayl or  pl an n ed t o get  t o L i n e Cr eek  th at  
even i n g an d ?r em ai n  al l  n i gh t ,? but , th e w r i t er  
con t i n ued, ?sh oul d h e get  h er e i n  t i m e for  us t o 
ar r ive at  M on t gom er y  by  n i n e o'cl ock  at  n i gh t , I  w i l l  
pr ess th e m ovem en t  w i th  en ergy.? Th us, th e ci t i zen s 
of  th e v i l l age of  L i n e Cr eek  an d th e operat or s of  i t s 
publ i c h ost el r y, L ucas Taver n , wer e n ot  sur e th at  
th ey  woul d be h ost i n g Am er i ca?s di st i n gui sh ed 
guest .

El i za an d Wal t er  L ucas, n at ives of  Georgi a, h ad 
com e t o Al abam a i n  1818 an d set t l ed i n  East  
Al abam a Tow n  on  th e Al abam a River. L ucas h ad 
ser ved as a l an d agen t  for  th e Al abam a Com pan y, a 
gr oup of  Georgi a l an d devel oper s wh o h ad foun ded a 
l i t t l e t ow n  adjacen t  t o an oth er  set t l ed i n  1817, New  
Ph i l adel ph i a. I n  1819, th e two h am l et s h ad un i t ed t o 
for m  M on t gom er y. 

Th e fol l ow i n g year, th e L ucases m oved t o L i n e 
Cr eek  wh er e th ey  t ook  over  th e operat i on  of  
Aber cr om bi e?s St an d, a t aver n  on  th e Federal  Road 
wh i ch  di spen sed food, dr i n k , an d n ew s an d 
pr ov i ded l odgi n gs t o th ose wh o ven t ur ed over  th e 
th or ough far e. I t  was t o fal l  th ei r  l ot  t o en t er t ai n  
L afayet t e, for  th e v i si t or s di d n ot  r each  L i n e Cr eek  
i n  t i m e t o m ove on  t o M on t gom er y.

On e can  on ly  i m agi n e El i za?s th ough t s as sh e 
gr eet ed L afayet t e. Al th ough  th er e ar e n o r ecor ds of  
wh at  sh e ser ved h i m , sh e h ad a r eput at i on  as an  
excel l en t  cook  an d h ost ess. Th e st at e h ad sen t  
ah ead ?a bed, car r i age an d r ef r esh m en t s? w i th  th e 
del egat i on  wh i ch  m et  L afayet t e at  th e 
Ch at t ah ooch ee. Th er e i s n o r ecor d of  wh at  th e 
?r ef r esh m en t s? con si st ed of , bu t  oth er  accoun t s 
i n di cat e th e l av i sh n ess w i th  wh i ch  th e st at e di n ed 
an d w i n ed th e guest s. On e of  th e l ocal  m i l i t ar y  
escor t s di d n ot e th at  at  L ucas Taver n  ?ever y th i n g 
was don e-up bet t er  th an  i t  ever  w i l l  be agai n ; th e 
on e th i n g on ly  l ack i n g? t i m e? we coul d n ot  st ay  
l on g en ough .? 
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Chateau Chavaniac, birthplace of 
Lafayette in 1757, still stands in the 
province of Auvergne in south central 
France.

Traveling to Philadelphia, Lafayette 
met and impressed General George 
Washington with his enthusiasm and 
desire to aid America in the 
Revolution. Lafayette was 
commissioned and soon would be an 
important part of the Continental 
Army.

Today, Lucas Tavern, restored at Old 
Alabama Town, is only one of two 
surviving buildings in Alabama visited 
by Lafayette.

Photo right - Commemoration of the 
100th anniversary of Lafayette?s visit 
to Alabama by the Montgomery 
Advertiser in 1925 
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Som e f i f t een  m i l es ah ead, th e youn g t ow n  
of  M on t gom er y, spr uced an d gr oom ed as 
n ever  befor e, pr i m ped i t sel f  on e l ast  t i m e 
on  th at  Sun day m or n i n g, Apr i l  3r d. Th r ee 
week s ear l i er , on  M ar ch  12th , th e Ci ty  
Coun ci l  addr essed i t sel f  t o pl an n i n g for  
th e i l l ust r i ous v i si t or . Th e body  r esolved 
th at  th e I n t en dan t  (Joh n  Gi n drat ) sh oul d 
wel com e th e Gen eral  i n  th e n am e of  th e 
coun ci l ; th at  coun ci l m an  Joh n  
Edm on dson  an d th e I n t en dan t  con fer  
w i th  th e Gover n or ?s Com m i t t ee as t o 
appr opr i at e cer em on i es, an d th at  al l  
i n h abi t an t s sh oul d i l l um i n at e th ei r  
h ouses on  th e n i gh t  of  th e ar r ival  (th i s i n  a 
t ow n  of  l og cabi n s, wooden  h ouses, an d n o 
f i r e depar t m en t ) Col on el  Ar th ur  H ayn es 
h eaded a l ocal  com m i t t ee t o over see th e 
fest iv i t i es. Wi l l i am  Sayr e over saw  th e 
f i n an ci al  ar ran gem en t s.

Wi th out  a doubt , Joh n  Edm on dson's 
h ouse on  Com m er ce St r eet , just  of f  Cour t  
Squar e, was th e f i n est  i n  t ow n , so th e 
com m i t t ee m ade pl an s for  L afayet t e t o 
st ay  th er e. Ci t i zen s scour ed th e t ow n  an d 
coun t r ysi de for  th e best  f ur n i sh i n gs, an d 
am on g th ei r  gl ean i n gs was on e Br ussel s 
car pet , th e on ly  on e i n  th e coun ty, th e 
pr oper ty  of  M r s. Wi l l i am  H ar r i s, 
m oth er -i n -l aw  of  Gi n drat . M r s. Gi n drat  
l oan ed a m i r r or , an d M r s. M argar et  
Car pen t er  a M ar sei l l e spr ead for  h i s bed.

Wi th  a pl ace t o st ay  appr opr i at ed an d 
f ur n i sh ed, oth er  aspect s r equi r ed 
at t en t i on . Th e f i r st  r ecept i on , sch edul ed 
for  Goat  H i l l  at  th e east er n  en d of  M arket  
St r eet , m ust  be i m pr essive. Joh n  H . 
Gi dden s, a car pen t er, pu t  up a civ i c ar ch  
con si st i n g of  two el even -foot  col um n s 
w i th  caps, bases, an d a con n ect i n g span . 
M r. an d M r s. Wi l l i am  Bun ck ly  m ade two 
t en t s, an d th e com m i t t ee pur ch ased a f l ag 
f r om  a l ocal  m er ch an t . I t  was on  th e k n ol l  
th at  st at e an d l ocal  of f i ci al s woul d 
wel com e th e M ar qui s. I n  m i d-M ar ch , 
Col on el  H ayn es com m i t t ee h ad sen t  out  
i nv i t at i on s for  a bal l  on  M ar ch  30 th  at  th e 
M on t gom er y  H ot el . I t , of  cour se, h ad t o be 
r esch edul ed for  Apr i l  4th  because of  del ays 
al on g L afayet t e?s r out e. Th e Fr en ch m an?s 
t ar di n ess on ly  al l owed M on t gom er y  t o be 
even  bet t er  pr epar ed. 
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Joi n i n g L afayet t e?s group at  L i n e Creek  for  th e t r i p 
i n to M on tgom ery  were oth er  m i l i t ar y  an d civ i l  
of f i ci al s as wel l  as an  ?i m m en se caval cade of  
ci t i zen s f r om  th e adjoi n i n g coun t i es ....? 

L afayet t e, n ow  en th ron ed i n  th e state?s f i n e wh i t e 
car r i age drawn  by  four  ?el egan t? grays, an d th e 
processi on  m oved sl owly  w i th  stops at  M rs. 
Wi ggl eswor th?s, M t . M ei gs, an d Brown?s Spr i n gs. 
Fi n al l y, af t er  days of  del ay, th e great  m an  ar r ived i n  
M on tgom ery  wh ere, accordi n g t o a t ravel er  i n  1826, 
?th e forest s cam e r i gh t  down  to th e h ouses.?

Wi th  a popul at i on  of  aroun d si x  h un dred, th e t own  
turn ed out  en  m asse. Stan di n g on  Goat  H i l l , th ey  
watch ed as th e l on g l i n e of  car r i ages, h or ses, 
wagon s, an d pedest r i an s drew  up on  th e san d f l at s 
t o th e East . Al i gh t i n g f r om  h i s veh i cl e, L afayet t e, 
sur r oun ded by  h i s com pan i on s, m oun ted th e h i l l  as 
a Scot t i sh  pi per  pl ayed ?H ai l  t o th e Ch i ef .? Fl owers of  
th e f i el ds an d woods an d evergreen  bedecked th e 
t en t s an d civ i c ar ch . On e ten t  was for  of f i ci al s an d 
th e oth er  for  th e l adi es of  th e v i l l age an d 
coun t r ysi de. Speech  i n  h an d, Govern or  Pi cken s, 
stood at  th e crest ; w i th  h i m  were Bol l i n g H al l  an d 
oth er  di gn i t ar i es. Th e m om en t  was at  h an d. H ow i t  
m ust  h ave ch agr i n ed th e govern or  wh en , over com e 
by  em ot i on , h i s voi ce fai l ed t otal l y, an d h e coul d n ot  
u t t er  a soun d. For tun ately  for  Al abam a?s h on or, 
H al l?s voi ce r em ai n ed i n tact , an d h e was abl e t o 
pron oun ce th e m ute govern or ?s wel com i n g words. 
An d as i f  th e govern or ?s t i m i di ty  was n ot  en ough , as 
th e cerem on y con t i n ued, Revol ut i on ary  War  

veteran  Th om as Car r, car r i ed away i n  h i s 
exci t em en t , fel l  i n  a wel l . Al l  sem bl an ce of  
sol em n i ty  van i sh ed as th e abl e-bodi ed r et r i eved th e 
un i n jured, but  surely  em bar rassed, ol d m an .

W h en  th e cerem on i es en ded, L afayet t e joi n ed th e 
govern or  i n  h i s car r i age an d, w i th  th e t own  fol k  
fol l ow i n g, th ey  m oved down  M arket  St r eet , aroun d 
Cour t  H ouse Square, an d on  t o th e Edm on dson  
H ouse. L ater, th e guest  di n ed w i th  th e state of f i ci al s, 
an d i n  th e even i n g at t en ded ch urch  ser v i ces. (Th ese 
coul d h ave t aken  pl ace i n  th e Cour t  H ouse or  th e 
cr ude com m un i ty  ch urch .)

Th e n ex t  day, L afayet t e v i r t ual l y  h el d cour t , for  
cal l i n g on  h i m  were th e M ason s, l adi es w i th  th ei r  
ch i l dren  i n  t ow, an d th e r em ai n i n g Revol ut i on ary  
veteran s wh o, i t  was r epor ted, ?fel l  upon  h i s n eck  
an d em braced h i m  w i th  th ei r  arm s wh i l e si n cere 
t ear s f l owed down  th ei r  f ur r owed ch eek s.?' 
Preparat i on s for  th e di n n er  an d bal l  at  th e 
M on tgom ery  H otel  (of t en  r efer r ed t o as Freen y?s 
Tavern ) h ad gon e on  for  week s. L adi es h ad n ew  
fr ock s or  wore th ei r  weddi n g dresses as di d M rs. 
Edm on dson  wh o don n ed h er  wh i t e sat i n , em pi re 
wai sted at t i r e. H er  daugh ter  l ater  r ecoun ted th at  as 
a ch i l d of  th ree sh e h ad v i si t ed w i th  L afayet t e i n  a 
yel l ow  sat i n  out f i t  com pl ete w i th  pan tal et t es. A 
ban d f r om  New Or l ean s, sen t  up by  M obi l e, pl ayed 
for  th e af fai r. L evasseur  com m en ted th at  h e 
obser ved several  beaut i f ul  wom en  dan ci n g w i th  
Ch i l l y  M cI n tosh  ?wh o cer tai n ly  h ad l i t t l e i dea th at  
th ey  were dan ci n g w i th  a savage? 
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Th e gal a even i n g h as com e dow n  i n  M on t gom er y  
an n al s as a spect acul ar  even t .Wor th y  of  n ot e i s th at  
L afayet t e supposedly  dan ced w i th  ever y  wom an  
th er e. Th i s m ay h el p t o accoun t  for  th e fact  th at  h e 
l ef t  th e par ty  ear l y  t o go f ur th er  dow n  Com m er ce 
St r eet  t o th e h om e of  I n t en dan t  Gi n drat . Of  Fr en ch  
H uguen ot  descen t , Gi n drat  h ad urged th e guest  t o 
joi n  h i m  befor e h i s depar t ur e. H i s son , Joh n , l at er  
r em em ber ed th at  th e Gen eral?s l arge n ose 
f r i gh t en ed h i m  as th e el der l y  m an  t ook  h i m  on t o 
h i s l ap. At  two a.m ., w i th  al l  M on t gom er y  i n  
at t en dan ce, th e M ar qui s an d h i s gr oup boar ded th e 
st eam boat  H en der son . L evasseur  r em arked th at  
w i th  ar t i l l er y  bl ast i n g, al l  th e l adi es accom pan i ed 
th em  on  deck , an d as th e boat  pul l ed out  i n t o th e 
r iver, h uge bon f i r es l i gh t ed th e dark  n i gh t .

So en ded M on t gom er y?s cel ebrat i on . On ly  on e bl ot  
m ar r ed th e h appi n ess of  th e v i si t ; on e of  th e New  
Or l ean s m usi ci an s, Joseph  Tousan t , r eceived a st ab 
woun d i n  a f racas, an d al th ough  at t en ded by  Dr. 
Ch ar l es L ucas, th e m an  di ed an d was bur i ed i n  
M on t gom er y.

Th e sojour n  was an  expen se for  th e t ow n  an d i t s 
ci t i zen s. Var i ed bi l l s i n di cat e th e m an n er  i n  wh i ch  
th e t ow n  en t er t ai n ed. I n cl uded ar e st at em en t s for  
ch am pagn e, cl ar et , ci gar s, pr i n t i n g, decorat i on s, 
l abor, an d a gr eat  var i ety  of  foods. Joh n  Edm on dson  
r equest ed $260.00  for  th e ?use of  m y h ouse, 
ser van t s, an d l i quor s for  per son s v i si t i n g Gen eral  
L afayet t e.? As l at e as Oct ober  several  accoun t s wer e 
st i l l  ou t st an di n g as peopl e by-passed th e 
sl ow -pay i n g com m i t t ees an d t ook  th ei r  pl eas for  
r ei m bur sem en t  t o th e gover n or.

Escor t i n g H en der son  as i t  m oved dow n  r iver  wer e 
th e Bal i ze an d th e Fan n y, l oaded w i th  wel l -w i sh er s 
wh o wan t ed t o r em ai n  w i th  L afayet t e as l on g as 
possi bl e. St oppi n g br i ef l y  at  Sel m a, th e f l ot i l l a 
pr oceeded on  t o Cah aw ba. Al l  was as r eady  as 
possi bl e; th e Capi t ol  h ad a n ew  coat  of  pai n t , an d th e 
H ouse of  Repr esen t at ives h ad been  scr ubbed an d 
f i t t ed up as a ?draw i n g r oom .? Th e H en der son  docked 
as ar t i l l er y  boom ed, an d th e Cah aw ba Guar ds 
for m ed l i n es al on g th e path  up th e bl uf f . A ban d 
pl ayed ?Th e L afayet t e M ar ch .? Two t r i um ph al  
ar ch es, ador n ed w i th  evergr een  an d v i n es st ood 
at op th e h i l l  wh er e of f i ci al s ex t en ded th ei r  
gr eet i n gs. Youn g l adi es st r ewed r ose pet al s i n  h i s 
path  as L afayet t e m oved on  t o th e St at e H ouse. A 
r ecept i on  an d speech es fol l owed by  di n n er  an d 
t oast s at  W h i t e?s Taver n  for  th e h on or ees an d a 
bar beque for  th e m asses al l owed ever yon e t o see th e 

Gen eral . Am on g L afayet t e?s r espon ses t o th e 
i n n um erabl e t oast s wer e sal u t es t o ?Al abam a an d 
Cah aw ba,? ?i n t er n al  i m pr ovem en t s,? ?Th e Daugh t er s 
of  Am er i ca,? an d w i th  i n t en t i on al  pol i t i cal  
over t on es, as oth er  coun t r i es st r uggl ed t o cast  of f  
r epr essive r ul e, ?t o our  si st er  r epubl i cs of  th e South ,? 
an d t o ?th e Gr eek s? m ay th ey  t oo f i n d a L afayet t e 
an d m ay l i ber ty  t r i um ph .? W h i l e i n  Cah aw ba, 
L afayet t e h ad th e pl easur e of  a v i si t  f r om  fel l ow  
coun t r ym en  wh o h ad set t l ed i n  Al abam a al on g th e 
Tom bi gbee River  (m em ber s of  th e Vi n e an d Ol ive 
col on y). Af t er  a gran d bal l , L afayet t e st eam ed away 
on  th e H en der son , h eadi n g for  Cl ai bor n e an d 
f ur th er  gl or i f i cat i on .

At  th at  t i m e, an  i m por t an t  r iver  por t , Cl ai bor n e h ad 
r eceived n ot i ce th at  L afayet t e woul d at t en d a bal l  
an d t ake supper  depar t i n g befor e m i dn i gh t . Jam es 
Del l et , a pr om i n en t  l ocal  ci t i zen , t ook  ch arge of  
ar ran gem en t s. Th e wh ar f  st ood at  th e foot  of  a h i gh  
bl uf f  wh i ch , due t o r ecen t  rai n s, was sl i ck  an d 
m uddy. Am on g th e del egat i on  th at  awai t ed 
L afayet t e was Ch ar l es Tai t , a for m er  m em ber  of  
Con gr ess, wh o h ad a wooden  l eg. I t  was w i th  
di f f i cul ty  th at  h e h ad descen ded t o th e boat . 
Perh aps i t  was th i s di sabi l i ty  wh i ch  pr om pt ed 
L afayet t e t o pr esen t  h i m  w i th  a h an dsom e 
gol d-h eaded can e.
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Cl ai bor n e, as wer e oth er  ci t i es, was 
di sappoi n t ed th at  som e of  th ei r  pl an s 
h ad t o be cur t ai l ed; L afayet t e di d n ot  
st ay  for  th e bal l . Th e t ow n , h owever, 
di d i t sel f  pr oud w i th  a r ecept i on  at  th e 
Cour t  H ouse, wh er e, L evasseur  
r epor t ed, Del l et  ?acqui t t ed h i m sel f  
w i th  a degr ee of  el egan ce wh i ch  i t  
ast on i sh ed m e t o m eet  i n  th ose pl aces 
wh er e th e cr y  of  th e Savage was but  
r ecen t l y  h ear d.?

Gover n or  Pi cken s h ad, f r om  th e 
begi n n i n g, pl an n ed th at  M obi l e be th e 
h i gh l i gh t  of  th e Fr en ch m an?s v i si t , 
an d th er efor e h ad appoi n t ed 
twen ty -f ive l eadi n g ci t i zen s t o h an dl e 
th e ar ran gem en t s. Th e gr oup 
subm i t t ed th ei r  pl an s for  Pi cken?s 
appr oval  i n  l at e Febr uar y ; th ei r  
r esol u t i on s i n di cat e th ei r  at t en t i on  t o 
det ai l s bu t  al so r ef l ect  th e st r ess 
pl aced upon  th e peopl e of  M obi l e by  
th e v i si t . Bei n g th e l argest  t ow n  an d 
th e seapor t , M obi l e was th e suppl i er  of  
m uch  of  th e goods r equi r ed by  th e 
upr iver  v i l l ages an d, con sequen t l y, 
foun d i t sel f  i n  di r e st rai t s for  f un ds 
an d n ecessar y  i t em s. A speedy t r i p was 
m ade t o Cah aba t o draw  on  m on i es 
appr opr i at ed for  th e occasi on . Th at  

th e com m i t t ee was n ot  i n  t ot al  accor d 
i s i n di cat ed by  th e r esi gn at i on  of  S.H . 
Gan on , th e ch ai r m an , i n  ear l y  M ar ch .

By  th e 7th  of  Apr i l , th ough , al l  was i n  
r eadi n ess. L evasseur  w r ot e of  th e 
r ecept i on  of  th e H en der son  by  
ar t i l l er y  f i r e f r om  For t  Con de an d, at  
th e dock , a del egat i on  of  ci ty  l eader s. 
Con duct ed t o th e cen t er  of  t ow n , 
L afayet t e saw  a t r i um ph al  ar ch  w i th  
th e f l ags of  M ex i co, South  Am er i can  
r epubl i cs, Gr eece, an d th e Un i t ed 
St at es. I t  was h er e th at  th e for m al  
addr esses ran g out , l ed by  M ayor  
Gar r ow. A l arge h al l , con st r uct ed 
especi al l y  for  th e day, was th e scen e of  
a r ecept i on  by  th e l adi es an d a speech  
del iver ed by  M r. Webb i n  th e n am e of  
th e st at e. On ce agai n , L afayet t e ear n ed 
l av i sh  prai se for  h i s r ol e i n  th e 
Revol u t i on . I n  r eply, th e M ar qui s 
expr essed h i s am azem en t  an d 
pl easur e w i th  ?th e won der s of  r ecen t  
cr eat i on  an d rapi d i m pr ovem en t s? i n  a 
par t  of  th e coun t r y  th at  h ad so 
r ecen t l y  been  w i l der n ess. H e t ook  th e 
oppor t un i ty, as h e h ad pr ev i ously, t o 
n ot e th e Gr eek  f r eedom  m ovem en t  
an d t o pl ea for  un iver sal  r i gh t s an d 
l i ber t i es. 
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RECIPE
A historic recipe for 
Lafayette Ginger Cake can be 
found in Annie Hadden 
Grenshaw's  beautiful family 
compilation of history, lore 
and recipes titled: Southern 
Traditions: recipes and 
reminiscences from Seven 
Generations  of the 
Grenshaw Family. This recipe 
is from the collection of 
Elmira Caroline Womack 
Grenshaw (1832 - 1867)

Lafayet te
Ginger  
Cake

- 1.5 pounds of 
wheat flower

- 1/4 pound of butter
- 1 pint of molasses
- 1 pint of sugar
- 10 eggs
- Ginger to taste
- 1 tsp pearlash 

dissolved in warm 
water

Stir in together and bake in 
pans or patties. Currants 
and raisins may be added. A 
quick oven is required for 
this cake.  



Al th ough  M obi l e di d n ot  h ave as m uch  of  th e 
v i si t or s' t i m e as i t  h ad h oped for , a publ i c di n n er, 
M ason i c cer em on y, an d gran d bal l  t ook  
pl ace? al m ost  as pl an n ed. L egen d h as i t  th at  dur i n g 
th e bal l  a pran k st er  yel l ed ?Fi r e!? an d i n  th e 
exci t em en t  of  evacuat i n g th e bui l di n g, L afayet t e 
jum ped th r ough  a w i n dow  an d l an ded i n  a m ud 
puddl e, besm i r ch i n g h i s velvet  coat .

At  th e urgi n gs of  th e New  Or l ean s' com m i t t ee, th e 
v i si t or s wen t  on  boar d th e Nat ch ez th at  n i gh t , r eady  
for  depar t ur e at  daybr eak . Ear l y  i n  th e m or n i n g, 
Gover n or  Pi cken s an d st at e of f i ci al s boar ded t o 
accom pan y th e par ty  as far  as M obi l e Poi n t . 
Pi cken s, i m pr essed by  th e m an  h e was h ost i n g, l at er  
n ot ed ?I  con si der  th i s a ver y  for t un at e occur r en ce 
wh i ch  h as given  m e occasi on  t o be th e fel l ow  
t ravel er  an d h ost  of  on e of  th e f i n est  m en  th at  h as 
ever  graced an d ador n ed th e H um an  Fam i l y.?

On  r each i n g M obi l e Poi n t , Al abam i an s m ade th ei r  
f i n al  far ewel l , an d th e Nat ch ez put  ou t  i n t o th e Gul f  
for  a w i l dl y  r ough  t r i p t o New  Or l ean s. Two rai n y  
days an d styl i sh  cer em on i es, i n  th e Cr escen t  Ci ty  
pr eceded a l on g t r i p up th e M i ssi ssi ppi  River  t o St . 
L oui s. Th en  a descen t , dow n  th e Cum ber l an d River  
t o Nashv i l l e an d An dr ew  Jack son?s H er m i t age 
en abl ed L afayet t e t o see an oth er  aspect  of  
Am er i ca?s f r on t i er .  

A jour n ey  up th e Oh i o River, a sh i pw r eck , a t r i p 
acr oss New  York  on  th e Er i e Can al , an d a h asty  t r i p 
back  t o M assach uset t s, br ough t  L afayet t e t o Bost on  
i n  t i m e for  th e l ay i n g of  th e cor n er  st on e on  th e 
Bun ker  H i l l  m on um en t  on  Jun e 17th ? as h e h ad 
pr om i sed. A t our  of  oth er  New  En gl an d st at es 
fol l owed, but  on  July  4th  L afayet t e cel ebrat ed th e 
49th  an n iver sar y  of  i n depen den ce w i th  New  
Yorker s. Wi l m i n gt on , Bran dyw i n e, an d Bal t i m or e 
wer e h on or ed by  th e Gen eral  as h e m ade h i s way 
back  t o Wash i n gt on  wh er e h e st ayed i n  th e W h i t e 
H ouse w i th  Joh n  Qui n cy  Adam s an d h i s fam i l y. 
Dur i n g th i s per i od, Adam s en t er t ai n ed th e Gen eral  
on  h i s 68th  bi r th day. Fur th er  v i si t s w i th  M adi son , 
M on r oe, an d Jef fer son  r e-i n st i l l ed i n  each  som e of  
th e work  an d en th usi asm  of  th ei r  youth s. Fi n al l y, 
on  Sept em ber  7th , aboar d th e n ewly  com m i ssi on ed 
U.S. f r i gat e, th e Bran dyw i n e, L afayet t e, an d h i s 
f r i en ds sai l ed for  h om e.

L afayet t e cam e on  th e h eel s of  M on r oe?s Era of  
Good Feel i n g wh i ch  was fadi n g as th e el ect i on  of  
1824 pi t t ed th e coun t r y?s dyn am i c n ew  l eader s 
agai n st  each  oth er. L afayet t e was i n  Wash i n gt on  
wh en , af t er  m uch  bi t t er n ess, th e H ouse of  
Repr esen t at ives sel ect ed Joh n  Qui n cy  Adam s over  
An dr ew  Jack son . Even  w i th  al l  th e pol i t i cal  ran cor, 
th e n at i on  un i t ed t o wel com e th e l ast  m obi l e h er o 
of  th e Revol u t i on  w i th  an  un an i m i ty  th at  was 
i n deed sur pr i si n g. I t  was a t i m e, t oo, wh en  
Am er i ca's burgeon i n g i n dust r i al  r evol u t i on  was 
pr oduci n g, th r ough  t ech n ol ogi cal  i m pr ovem en t s, 
ever -i n cr easi n gly  com pl ex  goods, an d ser v i ces. 

Wi th out  th e st eam boat , th e t r i p woul d n ot  h ave 
been  possi bl e, an d th e Fr en ch m an  was i n t r i gued by  
th e m an y pr oduct s becom i n g avai l abl e t o th e peopl e 
of  th i s coun t r y. Th e n at i on?s outpour i n gs of  l ove an d 
af fect i on  wer e si n cer e an d, t o a l arge degr ee, 
spon t an eous. Al th ough  h e fel t  gen ui n e di st r ess over  
th e I n di an s an d sl aver y, L afayet t e foun d a spi r i t  of  
r epubl i can i sm  wh i ch  assur ed h i m  th at  h i s l i fe?s 
work  was bear i n g f r ui t  i n  Am er i ca i f  n ot  el sewh er e. 
Perh aps h e r ead th e I l l i n oi s I n t el l i gen cer ?s 
expr essi on  of  th e n at i on?s sen t i m en t s: ?W h en  
L afayet t e i s forgot t en , our  en th usi asm  i n  th e cause 
of  l i ber ty  w i l l  h ave depar t ed an d th e h our  of  our  
sl aver y  w i l l  h ave ar r ived.?
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?When Lafayet te is for got ten, our  
enthusiasm in the cause of  liber ty will have 
depar ted and the hour  of  our  slaver y will 
have ar r ived.?

Lafayette and his 
entourage visited all 
24 states, traveling 
by stagecoach, 
horseback, canal 
barge, and 
steamboat. The 
orange lines show 
the overland routes 
travelled and the 
blue lines indicates 
the waterways 
taken.
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