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FOUNDATION UPDATE

End-of-Year
Campaign

                n  July  25th , com m un i ty  l eader s, 
pr eser vat i on  advocat es, h i st or y  sch ol ar s, m useum  
col l eagues an d f r i en ds gath er ed at  H i l l t op Publ i c 
H ouse t o bi d far ewel l  t o our  fear l ess l eader, Col l i er  
Neel ey  an d h i s fam i l y. Col l i er  accept ed a posi t i on  as 
th e Execut ive Di r ect or  of  H i st or i c Savan n ah  
Foun dat i on  (H SF) wh ose m i ssi on  i s t o en sur e th at  
Savan n ah?s h i st or i c h er i t age i s pr eser ved. H SF w i l l  
be cel ebrat i n g i t s 70 th  an n iver sar y  th i s year. Col l i er  
al r eady  h as h i s pl at e f ul l  w i th  a m ajor  on goi n g 
ex t er i or  r en ovat i on  of  th e Daven por t  H ouse 
M useum . W h i l e th ese pr oject s ar e occupy i n g a l ot  
of  h i s t i m e, Neel ey  i s def i n i t el y  for m ul at i n g h i s 
v i si on  for  th e f u t ur e of  th e H SF. Th e L an dm ark s 
Foun dat i on  Boar d of  Di r ect or s i s cur r en t l y  
sear ch i n g for  th e r i gh t  per son  t o f i l l  th e vacan t  
Execut ive Di r ect or  posi t i on .

M em ber s of  th e l ocal  Capi t ol  Ci ty  M ast er  
Gar den er s Associ at i on  an d oth er  l ocal  gar den i n g 
gr oups h ave spen t  th e spr i n g an d sum m er  
r ev i t al i zi n g th e assor t ed beds l ocat ed at  Ol d 
Al abam a Tow n . Th ese so-cal l ed Passal on g 
Gar den er s work  i n  th e f l ower  beds ever y  week  
m ai n t ai n i n g an  ar ray  of  Al abam a n at ive bl oom i n g 
per en n i al s, sh r ubs, an n ual s an d h er bs. Pl an s ar e 
un der way for  an  expan si on  i n  th e  Or dem an - 
M i t ch el l -Sh aw  Com pl ex  back yar d t o i n cl ude a 
per i od or ch ar d an d l ost  veget abl e gar den .

Af t er  a ver y  busy  spr i n g w i th  sch ool  gr oup t our s, 
our  si t e h as h ad t i m e t o r ecover  by  com pl et i n g som e 

over due m ai n t en an ce such  as r epl aci n g por ch  
st eps, t r i m m i n g t r ees an d sh r ubs, pl um bi n g, 
r er oof i n g por ch es, r epl en i sh i n g m useum  st or e 
m er ch an di se an d m an y oth er  odd jobs af t er  
th ousan ds of  st uden t s cam e th r ough  our  si t e.

Th e i n t er pr et ive com m i t t ee i s con t i n uously  
work i n g  t o updat e th e m useum  i n t er pr et ive pl an , 
h i gh l i gh t i n g th e Bl ack  Exper i en ce th r ough out  th e 
st or i es t ol d i n  our  bui l di n gs. Th i s com m i t t ee i s 
cur r en t l y  desi gn i n g n ew  i n for m at i on  pan el s. As 
par t  of  our  updat e, beacon s w i l l  be i m pl em en t ed 
th r ough out  Ol d Al abam a Tow n  t o en h an ce our  
v i si t or s? exper i en ce f un ded by  a Dan i el  Foun dat i on  
gran t .

L an dm ark s En d-of -Year  cam pai gn : Our Legacy, Our 
Future i s al m ost  h er e!  L an dm ark s an d n eeds your  
suppor t  for  m ai n t en an ce pr oject s, r est orat i on s an d 
educat i on al  pr ogram m i n g. Your  gen er ous gi f t s h ave 
m ade a ser i ous i m pact  i n  pr ev i ous year s an d your   
En d-of -Year  don at i on s t o th e L an dm ark s 
Foun dat i on  can  m ake al l  th e di f fer en ce i n  our  
ef for t s t o pr eser ve, i n t er pr et  an d pr esen t  Al abam a's 
ar ch i t ect ur e, h i st or y  an d cul t ur e. Th e En d-of -Year  
Cam pai gn  i s your  l ast  oppor t un i ty  t o m ax  out  your  
t ax  cr edi t  for  2025 an d be par t  of  our  gr eat er  
com m un i ty  pr eser vat i on  ef for t . I f  you ch oose t o 
pur ch ase a m em ber sh i p t o suppor t  L an dm ark s, our  
educat i on al  pr ogram m i n g an d several  speci al  
even t s ar e f r ee of  ch arge. 
En joy  your  H ol i day  Season ! 

O
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?
Valer ie Cain Owen 
Boar d Pr esident  at  Landmar ks Foundat ion

Our  L egacy, 
Our  Fut u r e
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S t r e e t
T r a i l s

When we think  of  t r ails, we of ten 
pictur e nar r ow, mulched paths 
winding thr ough for ests dappled with 
sunlight . The River  Region Tr ails 
Master  Plan (completed in 2023) 
includes' t r ails that  celebr ate our  
natur al spaces. But , how do t r ails and 
ur ban r enewal r elate to each other ?

?
Ashley Thor ne
Execut ive Dir ector  River  Region Tr ails

                               h en  I  st epped i n t o th e Execut ive 
Di r ect or  r ol e l ast  August , I  i n t ui t ivel y  un der st ood 
th at  th e ?l ow -h an gi n g f r ui t? for  i m pl em en t i n g a 
150+ m i l e t rai l  n etwork  woul d be st r eet  t rai l s. 
Un l i ke oth er  pr oject s, th ey  don?t  r equi r e l an d 
acqui si t i on  or  m ajor  h ydr ol ogy  st udi es an d our  ci ty  
al r eady  budget s for  r epav i n g pr oject s. Th e key, i t  
seem ed, was t o get  ah ead of  th ose m ai n t en an ce 
cycl es. Af t er  al l , th e wor st  ou t com e woul d be for  th e 
ci ty  t o r epave a st r eet  on  our  n etwork  w i th out  
t ak i n g th e oppor t un i ty  t o add bi ke l an es. I  qui ck l y  
r eal i zed th at  m ost  st r eet  pr oject s ar e com pl et ed i n  
sh or t  segm en t s. Even  i f  we r e-st r i pe a sect i on  of  a 
four -l an e r oad i n t o th r ee w i th  a pr ot ect ed bi ke l an e, 
i t  of t en  r esul t s i n  a f ragm en t ed, i n con si st en t  
cor r i dor ? pot en t i al l y  even  l ess safe th an  befor e.

I n st ead of  ch asi n g th ese pi ecem eal  oppor t un i t i es, 
I  deci ded t o focus on  th e power  of  st r eet  t rai l s an d 
pr ot ect ed bi ke l an es on  ur ban  st r eet s en h an ced 
w i th  t r ees for  sh ade an d t raf f i c cal m i n g. Th ese 
t rai l s i n h er en t l y  con n ect  n ei gh borh oods t o 
am en i t i es an d poi n t s of  i n t er est . W h en  
th ough t f ul l y  desi gn ed, th ey  f r equen t l y  spark  
pr ivat e i nvest m en t  al on g th e cor r i dor  an d wh en  
don e ef fect ively, can  gen erat e si gn i f i can t  econ om i c 
an d soci al  r et ur n s. So, we n eeded t o th i n k  
st rat egi cal l y  by  i den t i fy i n g pr i or i ty  st r eet s, 
pur sui n g th em  f ul l y  an d doi n g so col l aborat ively. 
Th i s i s th e on ly  way t o bui l d a safe, con n ect ed an d 
m ean i n gf ul  n etwork . I t  was th en  wh en  we began  t o 

pr i or i t i ze wh i ch  st r eet s sh oul d be f i r st . Th e 
Sel m a-t o- M on t gom er y  Trai l  was on e of  th em . Th i s 
cor r i dor  st ood out  for  i t s pot en t i al  t o capi t al i ze on  
Civ i l  Ri gh t s t our i sm  an d  for  i t s abi l i ty  t o en h an ce 
th e qual i ty  of  l i fe for  th e n ei gh borh oods al on g i t s 
r ou t e. Th an k s t o f un di n g f r om  th e Am er i can  
Rescue Pl an  Act  (ARPA) feasi bi l i ty  an d desi gn  ar e 
al r eady  un der way.  

An oth er  pr i or i ty  cor r i dor  th at  qui ck l y  r ose t o th e 
t op was th e Zoo Trai l . Th i s r out e span s th r ee w i de 
st r eet s? Col um bus, Upper  Wet um pk a, an d 
Fai rgr oun d cr eat i n g a di r ect  con n ect i on  between  
River f r on t  St adi um  at  i t s south er n  en d an d th e 
M on t gom er y  Zoo at  i t s n or th er n  en d. Al on g th e 
way, i t  l i n k s m ajor  dest i n at i on s l i ke th e Equal  
Just i ce I n i t i at ive, Ol d Al abam a Tow n , Gar r et t  
Col i seum  an d th e St at e Fai rgr oun ds. Th e Zoo Trai l  
w i l l  di r ect l y  ben ef i t  th e n ei gh borh oods of  Capi t ol  
H ei gh t s, K i n g H i l l  com m un i ty  an d Ch i sh ol m  by  
pr ov i di n g safe, accessi bl e r out es i n t o dow n t ow n . At  
th e sam e t i m e, i t  w i l l  beaut i fy  H i st or i c Nor th  H ul l  
Di st r i ct  as a key  cor r i dor  for  t our i st s v i si t i n g th e 
Zoo, wh eth er  th ey  ar r ive by  car, bi ke or  on  foot .

We r ecogn i zed th at  th e Sel m a-t o-M on t gom er y  Trai l  
an d th e Zoo Trai l  of fer  si gn i f i can t  econ om i c an d 
soci al  ben ef i t s t o west  an d n or th  M on t gom er y  
n ei gh borh oods, r espect ively. To cr eat e a m or e 
com pr eh en sive n etwork , we deci ded th at  south er n  
an d east er n  cor r i dor s woul d al so n eed t o be 
i den t i f i ed. Th i s woul d est abl i sh  a h ub-an d-spoke 
m odel  of  t r an spor t at i on , w i th  th e i con i c Cour t  
Squar e Foun t ai n  at  th e h ub al l ow i n g r esi den t s an d 
t our i st s th e abi l i ty  t o safel y  r each  an y  par t  of  th e 
ci ty  by  bi ke safely. Wi th  th i s br oader  f ram ework  i n  
pl ace, th e syst em  al so l en ds i t sel f  t o st rat egi c i n f i l l  
of  bi ke/ped i m pr ovem en t s al l ow i n g sm al l er -scal e 
pr oject s t o con n ect  seam l essly  over  t i m e.

Th e south er n  ?spoke? was n at ural l y  i den t i f i ed as 
South  Cour t  St r eet  wh i ch  for  m uch  of  i t s l en gth  i s a 
th r ee-l an e, on e-way st r eet . Th er e h as al r eady  been  
i n t er est  i n  conver t i n g i t  t o two-way t raf f i c, 
par t i cul ar l y  si n ce Fi r e St at i on  10  was com pl et ed 
th i s year. Th i s cor r i dor  con n ect s Gat eway Park  at  
th e south  th r ough  Cen t en n i al  H i l l , th e Gar den  
Di st r i ct , South  H ul l  an d Edgem on t  n ei gh borh oods, 
each  of fer i n g un i que oppor t un i t i es for  i n f i l l  
devel opm en t  al on g th e cor r i dor. Each  of  th ese 
cor r i dor s i s al so a m ajor  bus r out e cr eat i n g 
addi t i on al  oppor t un i t i es t o i n t egrat e al t er n at ive 
t ran spor t at i on  i n f rast r uct ur e such  as dedi cat ed bus 
l an es, r ecessed bus st ops, bus sh el t er s an d bus bi ke 
rack s. By  l ayer i n g th ese i m pr ovem en t s, we can  
bui l d a t ran spor t at i on  syst em  th at  work s 
seam l essly  for  cycl i st s, pedest r i an s an d t ran si t  
r i der s al i ke. We wan t ed t o m ai n t ai n  m om en t um  on  

t rai l  pr oject s al r eady  f un ded th r ough  ARPA, 
i n cl udi n g th e Sel m a-t o-M on t gom er y  Trai l ,  
River f r on t  Ex t en si on , Cy pr ess Nat ur e Pr eser ve, an d 
Jack son  Cut . At  th e sam e t i m e, we wan t ed t o st ake 
our  cl ai m  on  th e h ub-an d-spoke cor r i dor s. Th er e 
was al so gr ow i n g i n t er est  i n  addi t i on al  t r ai l  
segm en t s, such  as r est r eam i n g th e 3-M i l e Bran ch  
wat er sh ed or  cr eat i n g a River f r on t  wat er -l evel  t r ai l  
ty i n g i n t o River f r on t  Park . To br i n g al l  of  th ese 
i n i t i at ives t ogeth er, we for m al i zed th em  i n  a 
par t n er sh i p agr eem en t  w i th  th e ci ty? th e 30x30 
Pl an .

I n  August , M ayor  Reed si gn ed th e 30x30 
Par t n er sh i p Agr eem en t  w i th  River  Regi on  Trai l s, 
com m i t t i n g th e ci ty  t o work  col l aborat ively  t o h ave 
30  m i l es of  t r ai l  com pl et ed or  un der way by  2030. 
Th e agr eem en t  h as al r eady  sparked addi t i on al  
par t n er sh i ps i n cl udi n g on e w i th  Aubur n?s M ast er  
of  Com m un i ty  Pl an n i n g pr ogram . A cl ass of  
graduat e st uden t s i s cur r en t l y  st udy i n g th e Zoo 
Trai l  an d th ei r  f i n di n gs w i l l  n ot  on ly  h el p bui l d 
com m un i ty  suppor t  bu t  al so st r en gth en  gran t  
appl i cat i on s an d oth er  par t n er sh i p oppor t un i t i es. 

W h i l e we ar e st r on g bel i ever s i n  th e m er i t  of  m ajor  
capi t al  pr oject s th at  can  t ran sfor m  par t s of  our  ci ty, 
we r em ai n  com m i t t ed t o th e year s i t  t akes t o f un d 
an d bui l d th em . I t  i s th e con n ect iv i ty  of  our  ci ty  
th r ough  beaut i f ul , safe st r eet s th at  h as th e 
pot en t i al  t o i m pact  th e m ost  r esi den t s w i th  th e 
l east  publ i c i nvest m en t . We ar e ver y  exci t ed t o see 
th ese pr oject s com e t o l i fe!

W
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We had 50 volunteers, 350 
visitors,  12 Alabama chefs and 
Gulf oysters galore prepared to 

your liking. Montomery's 
signature Oyster Festival 2025 
was again a booming success. 

Many thanks to Lightning Line 
for organizing the 3rd annual 

Oyster Festival. Ella Martin and 
Griffin Holon made it all work 
on Landmarks end. The oyster 
shuckers and the foodies 
demonstrated their talents. 

The musicians and visitors 
celebrated upcoming Fall with 
the Landmarks Foundation. 

Thank you for your inspiring 
energy, your presence and 

your love for oysters. 

See you all next year!

Montgomery
Oyster 
Festival 
2025

4   M om ent um  



M om ent um   7The Newslet ter  of  the Landmar ks Foundat ion

PASSALONG  GARDENERS

6   M om ent um  landmar ksfoundat ion.com

L an dm ark s Bi r di n g i s a l ei sur ely  out door  act iv i ty  t o 
obser ve an d i den t i fy  w i l d bi r ds i n  th ei r  n at ural  
h abi t at . Wi th  Ch r i st oph er  (Bi r dm an ) Joe as your  
gui de,  can  you th i n k  of  a bet t er  way  t o st ar t  your  
f i r st  Sat ur day  of  th e m on th? 

M ost  bi r di n g v i si t or s  don't  even  th i n k  of  
th em selves as bi r der s. Of t en  a passive obser vat i on  
t ur n s i n t o an  act ive pur sui t : l ear n i n g th ei r  n am es, 
dow n l oadi n g th e M er l i n  app an d st ar t i n g t o 
r ecogn i ze di f fer en t  son gs. For  m an y, a si m pl e wal k  
over  th e m useum  gr oun ds rapi dl y  becam e a 
t r easur e h un t . Fi n di n g your sel f  sl ow i n g dow n , n o 
l on ger  just  wal k i n g, bu t  l ook i n g an d l i st en i n g, 
di scover i n g  th at  th e ci ty  you th ough t  you k n ew  i s 
f ul l  of  v i bran t , w i n ged f r i en ds:   boi st er ous bl ue jays, 
ch eer f ul  ch at t er i n g f i n ch es, an d cooi n g m our n i n g 
doves.

Landmarks Birding Walks

The last Birdwalk  of the season is  

Saturday, November 1st, from 
8:30-11am. The ticket price ($25) 

includes a light breakfast in Lucas 
Tavern. The walks are free of 
charge for Landmarks Members  

and volunteers. Tickets must be 
purchased  in advance.

2026 Passalong
Gar dener s Pr ogr am 
L an dm ark s Passal on g Gar den er s Educat i on al  
Pr ogram  2026 i s bl oom i n g as ever  befor e: 
L an dm ark s  Bi r di n g Wal k s w i th  Ch r i st oph er  
(Bi r dm an ) Joe  an d th e h an ds-on  book bi n di n g 
m akesh op w i th  Cyn th i a Jan cat er i n o. Added t o n ex t  
year s pr ogram  i s Gar den  Gossi p, Ask  Jacob, an  
i n for m al  br eak fast  pr ogram  w i th  Jacob van  M egen , 
H or t i cul t ur i st   at  Ol d Al abam a Tow n , t o ask  al l  your  
urgen t  gar den  quest i on . Al so n ew  t o th e pr ogram  i s 
our  m or n i n g work sh op, Bi r ds, Bees & But t er f l i es. 
Th i s exci t i n g h an ds-on  work sh op t o i n st al l  th e 
an t i ci pat ed L an dm ark s pol l i n at or s' f i el ds, an d easy  
h om em ade  sol u t i on  t o m ake sur e  th at  w i l dl i fe h as 
pl en ty  of  oppor t un i ty  t o dr i n k , bath  or  puddl e dur i n g 
th e Al abam a sum m er  m on th s.  

For  th e ch i l dr en , th er e ar e work sh ops  for  f l ower pot  
pai n t i n g, m ak i n g but t er f l y  feeder s an d speci al  
gar den  t our s t o exper i en ce sen sor y  f r i en dly  f l ower  
beds. Dur i n g  th i s t our, ch i l dr en  l ear n  t o r ecogn i ze 
pl an t s th r ough  t ouch i n g, sm el l i n g an d obser v i n g. 
Our  f ul l  Passal on g Gar den er s Pr ogram  2026 w i l l  be 
publ i sh ed on  our  websi t e by  m i d-Decem ber.   

CROOK FELLOWSHIP In Memor y

Edith Johnston Crook, 
Landmarks? long-time 
board member and 
president, volunteer, 
supporter, and friend, 
passed away on 
Tuesday, September 2. 
She was the youngest 
of four children to 
Watkins and Edith 
Johnston. She 
attended Sidney Lanier 
High School and then 
graduated from Hollins 
College in Virginia in 
1969. After moving 
back to Montgomery, 
she married Charles 
McDowell Crook of 
Union Springs.

Edith was a passionate 
advocate for historic 
preservation and loved 
Old Alabama Town, 
serving on the board 
of directors and as 
president of the 
Landmarks Foundation 
for several years 
working closely with 
her devoted friend 
Mary Ann Neeley.

?For  th e past  two year s, I  h ave been  th e 
Cr ook  Fel l ow  at  Ol d Al abam a Tow n . M y 
r ol e at  L an dm ark s i s t o r ei n t er pr et  th e 
cot t on  gi n  exh i bi t . Th i s exh i bi t  w i l l  
con n ect  peopl e an d pl aces. St uden t s ar e 
al r eady  fam i l i ar  w i th  th e com m odi ty  of  
cot t on  an d th e n ecessar y  pr ocesses th at  
af fect  th e peopl e wh o occupi ed th e sam e 
l an d th ese ch i l dr en  cur r en t l y  do. Th i s 
appr oach  w i l l  en abl e st uden t s t o 
con n ect  h i st or i cal  even t s t o th e pr esen t , 
m ak i n g th em  bet t er  h i st or i an s an d wel l  
i n for m ed ci t i zen s. I  am  al so work i n g on  
an  oral  h i st or y  of  th e cot t on  i n dust r y  
th at  at t en dees w i l l  be abl e t o l i st en  t o 
wh i l e v i si t i n g th e exh i bi t . At  th e en d of  
th e exper i en ce, Ol d Al abam a Tow n  
v i si t or s w i l l  l eave w i th  a bet t er  
un der st an di n g of  cot t on  gl obal l y, 
n at i on al l y  an d l ocal l y  i n  addi t i on  t o 
h ow  cot t on  h as af fect ed cul t ur e.

M or eover, as a par t  of  m y m ast er ?s 
degr ee, I  am  w r i t i n g a th esi s focused on  

th e r ural  cl ass accessi bi l i ty  i n  south er n  
m useum  spaces. Th er e ar e ch al l en ges 
th at  r ural  st uden t s face wh en  i t  com es 
t o v i si t i n g m useum s. M y pr oject  w i l l  
focus on  th e pr obl em s th at  th ese youn g 
peopl e face as wel l  as ways th at  
m useum s can  h el p com bat  th ese i ssues. 
I  h ave col l aborat ed w i th  an d w i l l  
pr esen t  m y r esear ch  at  th e 
South east er n  M useum s Con fer en ce i n  
Oct ober  i n   M on t gom er y.

Th i s r esear ch  assi st an t sh i p h as been  a 
gr eat  exper i en ce w i th  a var i ety  of  
m useum  f un ct i on s. I  h ave gai n ed 
exper i en ce i n  curat i on , educat i on , 
pr ofessi on al  devel opm en t , h i st or i c 
pr eser vat i on  an d even t  pl an n i n g. I  h ave 
th or ough ly  en joyed al l  of  th e work  I  
h ave don e for  th e South east er n  
M useum s Con fer en ce an d I  woul d l ove 
t o th an k  Ol d Al abam a Tow n  for  
i nvest i n g i n  m e.?

The current interpretation in 
the basement has never been 
updated since the  Cotton Gin 
opened in November 1993. The 
new exhibit will also include  
the Black Experience. 

?
Paige Per r yman
Cr ook Fellow at  Landmar ks Foundat ion

Spi ce Up t he 
Cot t on  Gi n  Ex per i ence
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Or an ge i s a  St at em ent
i n  our  F l ow er  Beds  

?
Jacob van Megen 
Hor t icultur ist  at  Old Alabama Town

The Newslet ter  of  the Landmar ks Foundat ion

Am ber , t an ger i n e an d even   
pum pk i n  or an ge det ai l s ar e a 
m ust  h ave i n  your  f l ower  
beds. Or an ge can  be a di v i si ve 
col or  i n  gar den s. M any  
gar den er s ar e conv i n ced t h at  
or an ge i s t h e br i gh t est , m ost  
v i br an t  col or   t o i n cl ude.

                           h en  we wer e pl an n i n g our  n ew  f l ower  
beds, I  was rapi dl y  br i efed on  th e ph rase ?An y col or  
except  oran ge?. I t 's a col or  th at  som e gar den er s 
i n st an t l y  di sm i ss, bu t  wh i l e i t  m i gh t  be br i gh t  an d 
i n  your  face, used w i sely, i t  can  el evat e a pl an t i n g 
sch em e w i th  i t s war m  gl ow  an d br i n g out  th e best  
i n  oth er  col or s. For  i n st an ce, l i m e gr een  an d pur pl e 
ar e ser i ously  good com pl em en t ar y  com pan i on s?  
pur pl e ast er s w i th  oran ge dayl i l i es (H em er ocal l i s) 
or  oran ge Geum  w i th  pur pl e Salv i a an d l adi es? 
m an t l e (Alchemilla mollis) a l i t t l e l at er  i n  th e 
season . I n  aut um n , th e gl ow i n g am ber  h ues of  
pl an t s such  as dah l i a, h el en i um , an d k n i ph of i a 
t eam  ef for t l essly  w i th  th e bi scui ty  gol den  sh ades of  
or n am en t al  grasses w i th  th e war m  col or s of  
t ur n i n g fol i age, con t rast  w i th  th e m auves of  ast er s.

Th e r ed-h ot -poker s (Kniphofia ?Nobilis?) pr oduce 
pl um p poker s of  f i er y  oran ge f r om  August  t o 
Oct ober. I t?s a t al l  pl an t , easi l y  four  feet  t al l , m ak i n g 
th em  a r eal  st at em en t  i n  al m ost  an y  f l ower  bed. 

Team  th em  w i th  equal l y  bol d com pan i on s, such  as 
zebra grass (M iscanthus sinensis ?Strictus?) or  
joe-pye weed (Eupatorium purpureum). Th i s pl an t  i s 
a Nor th  Am er i can  n at ive per en n i al  k n ow n  for  i t s 
l arge, f ragran t  cl ust er s of  pal e pi n k  t o pur pl e 
f l ower s an d was used by  Nat ive Am er i can s t o t r eat  
fever s. I t  n eeds f ul l  sun  an d fer t i l e soi l . I t?s wor th  
giv i n g i t  a t r y  i n  a r oom y gravel  gar den . I t  w i l l  al so 
l ook  i m pr essive  em ergi n g f r om  swat ch es of  
per en n i al s i n  a prai r i e gar den .

An d, wh o i sn?t  fam i l i ar  w i th  m on t br et i a (Crocosmia 
x crocosmiiflora)? W h i l e m an y gar den er s pr efer  t o 
pl an t  th e wel l -k n ow n  scar l et -f l ower ed cul t ivar  
Croscosmia x Cortunnus?Lucifer?, th ose w i th  
br i l l i an t  oran ge f l ower s w i l l  add an  equal l y  f i er y  
ef fect  t o your  f l ower beds al on g w i th  th ei r  cl um ps of  
ar ch i n g st rappy  fol i age. Th ey?l l  r each  between  two 
feet  t al l  an d bl oom  f r om  July  t o Sept em ber  i n  sun  
or  dappl ed sh ade. So, em brace your  sen se of  
adven t ur e an d give oran ge a ch an ce.

W

Garden Gossip is a new Landmarks Passalong Gardeners 
initiative starting in 2026. Bring along your most urgent 
garden questions, enjoy a light breakfast and meet other 
plant lovers. Meetings are from 8-10am and are free for 
Landmarks Members.

Saturday, April 18th

Wednesday, May 20th

Saturday, June 20th

Saturday, July 18th

Wednesday, September 16th 

Ask Jacob

Dates 2026

8   M om ent um
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PROGRAMMING

H ol i day  
at  t he 
T av er n
M eet  ol d f r i en ds, m ake n ew  
f r i en ds al on g th e way, an d 
cel ebr at e th e Wi n t er  Sol st i ce 
Season  at  L ucas Taver n  on  
Sat ur day, Decem ber  6 t h , 2025. 
Our  pr ogr am  i s fam i l y  f r i en dl y  
an d exci t i n g. Sou th er n  i n spi r ed 
f i n ger food i s avai l abl e 
th r ough ou t  t h e day. A wood 
bur n i n g f i r e, decor at i on s an d 
h ear t  war m i n g dr i n k s l aun ch es 
you r i gh t  i n t o th e joy  of  t h e 
season .   At Landmarks Foundation, every artifact, photograph and 

exhibit tells a unique story about our shared past. Your 
support is essential in ensuring these stories are preserved, 
interpreted and presented for future generations.

Your donation helps us properly care for and restore 

historical artifacts, protecting them from damage and decay 
so they can be enjoyed for years to come. Your support allows 
us to design engaging exhibits that bring history to life, making 
learning fun and meaningful for visitors of all ages. With your 
help, we can offer workshops, tours, and special events that 

connect young people and families to our local heritage. Your 
contributions enable us to research, document and share 

stories that might otherwise be forgotten ensuring a more 
complete and inclusive history.  And last but not least, your 
generosity helps us host community events and collaborations 
that foster pride and a sense of belonging.

When you support our museum, whether you donate, become 

a valued member, or pay a visit to Old Alabama Town, you?re 
not just giving to a building?you?re investing in the legacy of 
our community at large. Together, we can ensure that  past 
lessons learned, triumphs and memories continue to inspire 
and educate future generations. Your donation is the heart of 

our mission.  
Thank you for keeping our history alive!
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Our  L egacy, Our  Fut u r e!

Y our  Don at i on  M at t er s

A  L ot  t o our  M i ssi on

Douglas D. Mitchell is an actor known for films like Shadow 
Tag (2025) and The Second Circle (2026). Douglas graduated 

from LAMDA and is based in Montgomery for his work in film, 
television, and stage productions. During Holiday at the 
Tavern at Old Alabama Town, Douglas will be reading from 
the book Christmas Tales of Alabama by Kelly Kazek.

With his book Shackled Again (2023), and the Women?s Fight 

(2024), Tony Watkins, a Montgomery-based historian, 
documentarian,  and author, explores the deep and lasting 
stain left by the institution of slavery by chronicling events 
and personalities from the Civil War to the Civil Rights 
movement. During Holiday at the Tavern, Tony will perform 

as a  storyteller/griot and share personal experiences that 
inspired him to write his books.

 

River Regions Rainbow Chorus will take care of the musical 
accompaniment. The famous Montgomery-based LGBTQ+ 
choir will wander through Old Alabama Town from 12-1pm 
and share their love for music with you. Come and join this 
sweet holiday performance that you sure don?t want to miss.

          Sat .
         Dec. 6 t h

    f r om  10 am -
        3pm

Book Reading

Stor ytelling

Rainbow Chor us
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