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FOUNDATION UPDATE

H appy
Bi r t hday  
A m er i ca

                       f t er  so m an y year s i n  
pr eser vat i on  work , I ?ve l ear n ed th at  
each  h i st or i c st r uct ur e h as a un i que 
spi r i t . Th at  spi r i t  i s pr eser ved, sh ar ed, 
an d con ser ved for  gen erat i on s t o com e 
because i t  i s our  sh ar ed h i st or y. I ?m  
exci t ed t o sh ar e th i s work  w i th  th e 
L an dm ark s Foun dat i on s' t eam  i n  i t s 
n ex t  ch apt er  as we l ook  t o a dyn am i c 
f u t ur e t ogeth er.?

Th i s year ?s pr ogram m i n g i s an ch or ed 
ar oun d th e 250 th  bi r th day  of  th e Un i t ed 
St at es. Ol d Al abam a Tow n  w i l l  ser ve as a 
h ub for  th ese cel ebrat i on s. Th e 
L an dm ark s Foun dat i on  ai m s t o h on or  
Am er i ca?s h i st or y, cul t ur e, an d 
ar ch i t ect ur e wh i l e en gagi n g w i th  
ci t i zen s i n  a n at i onw i de cel ebrat i on  of  
th e n at i on?s past , pr esen t , an d f u t ur e, 
of fer i n g a un i que Al abam a per spect ive 
on  our  n at i on?s jour n ey.  Th e h i gh l i gh t s 
of  our  2026 pr ogram m i n g i n cl ude:

W i l l i am  Bar t r am  & A l abam a: 
Expl or e th e l egacy  of  Am er i ca?s f i r st  
gr eat  n at ural i st -ar t i st  th r ough  a speci al  
t r avel i n g exh i bi t  det ai l i n g h i s 1775 
jour n ey  th r ough  Pi on eer  Al abam a w i th  
r el at ed work sh ops, l ect ur es, an d 

pr eser vat i on  sem i n ar s

Bl ack  H i st or y  Gu i ded Tour s: 
Dur i n g Bl ack  H i st or y  M on th  2026, we 
expan ded our  n ar rat ive w i th  n ew, 
i m m er sive t our s dedi cat ed t o th e Bl ack  
Exper i en ce i n  Al abam a, pr ov i di n g an  
i n cl usive an d h on est  l ook  at  th e l ives 
th at  sh aped our  r egi on  an d th ei r  
r el at i on sh i p w i th  our  h i st or i c si t e, 
wh i ch  h as h ost ed 6,739 v i si t or s i n  th e 
f i r st  quar t er  of  2026.

Passal on g Gar den er s: 
Our  bel oved, gr een -th um bed com m un i ty  
r et ur n s w i th  season al  work sh ops, 
gar den  t our s, an d Sat ur day  M or n i n g 
Bi r d Wal k s focusi n g on  Al abam a f l ora, 
faun a, an d "passal on g" t radi t i on s th at  
h ave f l our i sh ed i n  Al abam a for  
gen erat i on s.

W h eth er  you ar e bi r di n g w i th  
Ch r i st oph er  Joe,  wal k i n g th e 
bark -dust ed path s of  our  bel oved Nor th  
H ul l  H i st or i c Di st r i ct , or  joi n i n g us for  a 
l ect ur e on  th e foun di n g of  our  n at i on , 
we i nv i t e you t o be par t  of  th i s m i l est on e 
year. Th e h i st or y  we pr eser ve bel on gs t o 
al l  of  us? l et?s cel ebrat e i t  t ogeth er,.''
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?

Jessica O?Connor
Execut ive Dir ector  of  the Landmar ks Foundat ion

Wel com e t o an ot h er  
t r an sfor m at i ve ch apt er  for  t h e 
L an dm ar k s Foun dat i on .  F i r st , we 
ar e pr oud t o i n t r oduce our  n ew  
Execu t i ve Di r ect or , Jessi ca 
O?Con n or . W i t h  a v i si on ar y  
appr oach  t o pr eser vat i on  an d a 
passi on  for  com m un i t y  
st or y t el l i n g, Jessi ca i s poi sed t o 
l ead L an dm ar k s i n t o i t s n ex t  er a of  
i m pact , en sur i n g our  h i st or i c si t es 
r em ai n  l i v i n g, br eat h i n g par t s of  
M on t gom er y?s f u t u r e.

"

AFTER MANY 
YEARS IN 

PRESERVATION 
WORK, I'VE  

LEARNED THAT 
EACH HISTORIC 

STRUCTURE HAS A 
UNIQUE SPIRIT.  
THAT SPIRIT IS 
PRESERVED, 
SHARED, AND 

CONSERVED FOR 
GENERATIONS TO 
COME BECAUSE IT 
IS OUR SHARED 

HISTORY.
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M on t gom er y  th at  al l ow s us t o devel op th e si t e i n  
par t n er sh i p. A m ast er  pl an  i s cur r en t l y  un der way 
w i th  ALTA an d th e Ci ty  of  M on t gom er y.

I n  addi t i on , River  Regi on  Trai l s r eceived an  
I n n ovat e Al abam a gran t  l ast  year  th at  f un ded a 
desi gn -bui l d pr ogram  w i th  Aubur n  Un iver si ty?s 
Sch ool  of  L an dscape Ar ch i t ect ur e for  th r ee 
con secut ive spr i n g sem est er s. L ast  year, st uden t s 
cl ear ed n ear l y  four  m i l es of  t r ai l  acr oss th e si t e. 
Th i s spr i n g, th ey  ar e advan ci n g th e devel opm en t  of  
key  ?r oom s? w i th i n  th e l an dscape? spaces desi gn ed 
t o h i gh l i gh t  th e pr eser ve?s un i que ecol ogi cal  
ch aract er  wh i l e cr eat i n g m ean i n gf ul  pl aces for  
v i si t or s t o exper i en ce n at ur e. 

Dav i d H i l l  i s a Pr ofessor  of  Desi gn  an d Con st r uct i on  
at  Aubur n  Un iver si ty, speci al i zi n g i n  sust ai n abl e 
desi gn , n at ive pl an t i n g, an d st or m wat er  
m an agem en t . H e i s al so th e foun der  of   H i l lwork s, 
h as st udi ed th e si t e for  n ear l y  t en  year s, an d i s 
cl osely  i nvolved i n  th e devel opm en t  of  th e m ast er  
pl an . H i s l on g-t er m  r esear ch  on  th e l an dscape, 
com bi n ed w i th  th e h an ds-on  work  of  st uden t s i n  
th e f i el d, cr eat es a rar e oppor t un i ty  for  th e desi gn  of  

th e pr eser ve t o be so i n t i m at ely  i n for m ed by  th e si t e 
i t sel f .

Ear l i er  th i s year, River  Regi on  Trai l s l ear n ed we 
wer e th e r eci pi en t s of  an oth er  I n n ovat e Al abam a 
gran t  t o  advan ce th i s pr oject . Th ese f un ds w i l l  
suppor t  th e f i r st  ph ases of  con st r uct i on  w i th i n  th e 
pr eser ve. W h i l e th i s i nvest m en t  r epr esen t s an  
i m por t an t  st ep for war d, addi t i on al  f un drai si n g w i l l  
be r equi r ed for  f ul l  devel opm en t .

Wi th  pl an n i n g an d ear l y  con st r uct i on  un der way, 
Cy pr ess Nat ur e Pr eser ve i s st eadi l y  m ov i n g f r om  
v i si on  t o r eal i ty. I n  th e year s ah ead, th i s h i dden  
l an dscape? l on g over l ooked but  r i ch  w i th  
ecol ogi cal  an d cul t ural  h i st or y? w i l l  becom e on e of  
M on t gom er y?s m ost  un i que publ i c spaces, of fer i n g 
r esi den t s an d v i si t or s th e ch an ce t o exper i en ce 
w i l d n at ur e just  m i n ut es f r om  dow n t ow n . I t  w i l l  
ser ve as a l ast i n g i nvest m en t  i n  th e pr eser vat i on , 
qual i ty  of  l i fe, educat i on , an d econ om i c 
devel opm en t  of  dow n t ow n  M on t gom er y. As th e 
pr eser ve t akes sh ape, i t  w i l l  cr eat e n ew  
oppor t un i t i es for  con n ect i on ? t o n at ur e, t o h i st or y, 
an d t o on e an oth er.

Tuck ed ben eat h  t h e h i gh  over l ook  of  
H i gh l an d Gar den s, just  a m i l e f r om  
t h e A l abam a St at e H ouse, l i es m or e 
t h an  250  acr es of  ci t y -ow n ed 
w i l der n ess t h at  h as r em ai n ed 
l ar gel y  un t ouch ed as M on t gom er y  
h as gr ow n  up ar oun d i t . Th e r eason  
i s si m pl e, i t s t opogr aphy. At  t h e 
h ear t  of  t h e pr oper t y  i s a swam p 
sur r oun ded by  st eep sl opes on  t h e 
sou t h east er n  si des. Despi t e gr ow i n g 
i n t er est  over  t h e past  coupl e 
decades, t h e si t e h as n ever  been  
open ed t o t h e publ i c. Th at  i s 
begi n n i n g t o ch an ge.

_

Ashley Thor ne
Execut ive Dir ector  of  River  Region Tr ails

              h e l an dscape i s bel i eved t o h ave been  car ved 
by  th e Al abam a River  f r om  th e h i l l  th at  n ow  for m s 
th e Capi t ol  H ei gh t s an d K i n g H i l l  n ei gh borh oods. 
Over  t i m e, th e r iver  sh i f t ed cour se, l eav i n g beh i n d 
wh at  was l i kel y  an  oxbow  pon d. As sedi m en t  sl owly  
f i l l ed th e basi n , th e si t e evolved i n t o th e beaut i f ul  
t upel o swam p th at  ex i st s t oday. W h i l e th e pr eser ve 
i s h om e t o m ajest i c bal d cy pr ess t r ees, th e si t e 
act ual l y  t akes i t s n am e f r om  Cy pr ess Cr eek , wh i ch  
cr osses th r ough  th e pr oper ty.

Th e l on g-t er m  v i si on  for  Cy pr ess Nat ur e Pr eser ve i s 
t o cr eat e a publ i c space for  r ecr eat i on , educat i on , 
an d qui et  obser vat i on . Vi si t or s w i l l  be abl e t o wal k  
sh aded t rai l s, exper i en ce th e wet l an ds up cl ose, an d 
expl or e on e of  M on t gom er y?s m ost  un i que 
l an dscapes. I t  w i l l  be a pl ace for  for est  bath i n g on  a 
l un ch  br eak , obser ve w i l dl i fe al on g th e wat er ?s edge, 

or  h i ke w i th  f r i en ds on  a weeken d af t er n oon . 
Ecol ogi cal l y, th e si t e i s a rar e an d val uabl e n at ural  
r esour ce w i th i n  th e ci ty, f un ct i on i n g as a l iv i n g 
m useum  of  Bl ack  Bel t  ecol ogy  i n  our  capi t al  ci ty. 
Tupel o swam ps suppor t  a r i ch  diver si ty  of  pl an t  an d 
an i m al  l i fe, i n cl udi n g m i grat or y  bi r ds, am ph i bi an s, 
r ept i l es, an d pol l i n at or  speci es. Th e pr eser ve 
pr esen t s an  oppor t un i ty  t o cr eat e out door  
cl assr oom s an d r esear ch  par t n er sh i ps w i th  l ocal  
sch ool s, un iver si t i es, an d con ser vat i on  
organ i zat i on s.

Al th ough  th e si t e h as n ever  been  devel oped, i t  i s 
h ar dly  pr i st i n e. Despi t e gr ow i n g i n t er est  over  th e 
past  coupl e decades, th e 250 acr es of  ci ty -ow n ed 
w i l der n ess h as n ever  been  open  t o th e publ i c. Th at  
i s begi n n i n g t o ch an ge. River  Regi on  Trai l s si gn ed a 
M em oran dum  of  Un der st an di n g w i th  th e  ci ty  of

T

Photos  |  
courtesy of 
Hillworks 

Landscape and 
Architecture

A bamboo forest 
has taken root in 

one corner, a 
large meadow of 
kudzu spreads 
across another, 

and several 
utility easements 
cut across the 
property. There 

is even a 
mysterious 

concrete wall 
hidden among 

the dense 
vegetation.

Cy pr ess Nat u r e 
Pr eser v e
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All ages are taking up the craft of fiber arts to create something 
of beauty, to promote social change, and to spend some time 
peacefully knitting, on their way to higher consciousness. At Old 
Alabama Town, we will be celebrating Worldwide Knit in Public Day 
(WWKIPD) on Saturday, June 13th, 2026, from 10:00 until 2:00, as 
the event grows in popularity each year. Danielle Landes began 
WWKIPD in 2005 with only 25 local events worldwide, and by 2016, 
it had surpassed the 1,000 mark and that landmark is still holding 
strong in 2026.

The purpose of WWKIPD is to show that knitting is for people of all 
ages and a fun activity to enjoy. WWKIPD is a great way to 
encourage people who have never tried knitting to learn the 
basics, to catch up on some neglected projects, and to share your 
love of yarn with others.

On  this Saturday  Old Alabama Town will also offer space and 
provide refreshments throughout the day for knitters, 
crocheters, spinners and weavers. We encourage everyone to 
participate by just showing up with your materials and a creative 
spirit. 

Celebr ate Cr eat ivity, 
Connect ion, and 

Community

- Mt. Zion A.M.E. Zion Church, 657 S. Holt Street
Email: Mountzionamezion@gmail.com
334.265.9631

- Tours of Montgomery, 353 S. Jackson Street 
Toursofmontgomery.com 
Email: toursofmontgomery@gmail.com
334.549.9322

FIELD TRIPS
Th e st af f  of  L an dm ar k s 
Foun dat i on  i s con t i n ual l y  
wor k i n g t o en h an ce our  
st or y t el l i n g t o en sur e t h at  Ol d 
A l abam a Tow n  v i si t or s 
ex per i en ce t h e best  h i st or i cal  
f act s beh i n d our  exh i bi t s. Th e 
past  f i el d t r i ps t o M t . Zi on  
A.M .E. Zi on  Ch ur ch  an d 
Cen t en n i al  H i l l  by  Tour s of  
M on t gom er y  wer e i m m er si ve 
l ear n i n g ex per i en ces.

By v i si t i n g th ese si t es, L an dm ark s st af f  obser ved 
di f fer en t  i n t er pr et ive t ech n i ques, an d foun d 
r ejuven at i on  i n  th ei r  appr oach . Th ese excur si on s 
al l ow  us t o en coun t er  em ergi n g pract i ces an d n ew  
t ech n ol ogi es i n  per son , wh i ch  h el ps us desi gn  m or e 
i n cl usive an d en gagi n g v i si t or  exper i en ces. 
Obser v i n g h ow  oth er  i n st i t u t i on s h an dl e si m i l ar  
ch al l en ges? such  as v i si t or  en gagem en t  or  ar t i fact  
con ser vat i on ? h el ps th e L an dm ark s st af f  i den t i fy  
n ew  ways of  k n owl edge t ran sfer  an d st an dar ds t o 
i m pl em en t  at  Ol d Al abam a Tow n . Th ose i n -per son  
v i si t s al so faci l i t at e face-t o-face i n t eract i on s w i th  
our  peer s, of t en  l eadi n g t o l on g-t er m  pr ofessi on al  
con n ect i on s, m en t or sh i ps, an d col l aborat ive 
par t n er sh i ps.

Th ese oppor t un i t i es give st af f  f i el d exper i en ce 
out si de of  Ol d Al abam a Tow n , h el pi n g t o suppor t  our  
m i ssi on  an d bet t er  con n ect  w i th  our  com m un i t i es. 

Photos  |  Jacob van Megen

Cut  I t ! 
Don at e!
Pass i t  on !
Support the Landmarks Foundation of Montgomery with a 
donation: for educational programming, ongoing maintenance, 
landscaping, school and bus tours, preservation, Black history, 
birding, and our volunteer programming. Landmarks Foundation 
needs you to keep us moving forward into the future together. 

Besides your donation, your ideas are also welcome. Email: 
southblock@oldalabamatown.com
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                             i l l i am  Bar t ram  was bor n  i n  K i n gsessi n g, 
Pen n sylvan i a. H e was th e son  of  Joh n  Bar t ram , a 
pr om i n en t  col on i al  bot an i st . Wi l l i am  di spl ayed an  
ear l y  t al en t  for  draw i n g an d n at ural  obser vat i on , 
accom pan y i n g h i s fath er  on  expedi t i on s f r om  a 
youn g age.

Wi l l i am  Bar t ram  i s di r ect l y  con n ect ed t o Al abam a 
th r ough  h i s ex t en sive expl orat i on  of  th e r egi on  i n  
th e m i d 1770s, wh er e h e docum en t ed i t s l an dscapes, 
pl an t s, an i m al s, an d Nat ive Am er i can  com m un i t i es. 
H i s t ravel s t ook  h i m  acr oss m uch  of  pr esen t -day  
Al abam a, i n cl udi n g Russel l , M acon , M on t gom er y, 
L ow n des, But l er , Con ecuh , Escam bi a, an d Bal dw i n  
Coun t i es. Bar t ram  en t er ed Al abam a i n  July  1775, 
cr ossi n g th e Ch at t ah ooch ee River  at  Yuch i  an d 
h eadi n g west  al on g th e Federal  Road used by  th e 
Upper  Cr eek  Con federacy. H e descr i bed l ocal  
wat er ways, i n cl udi n g Pi n t l al a an d Pi n ch on y 
Cr eek s, as h e m oved th r ough  pr esen t -day  
M on t gom er y  Coun ty. 

H e v i si t ed n ear by  Nat ive Am er i can  m oun ds an d 

set t l em en t s, docum en t i n g th ei r  cul t ur e an d 
l an dscape. H e en coun t er ed i m por t an t  v i l l ages such  
as Cool om e, twelve m i l es east  of  pr esen t -day  
M on t gom er y. Bar t ram  was deeply  i m pr essed by  th e 
ar ea?s r i ch  n at ural  beauty, for esh adow i n g 
M on t gom er y?s even t ual  foun di n g as a m ajor  ci ty. 

H i s obser vat i on s i n cl uded v iv i d bot an i cal , 
zool ogi cal , an d eth n ograph i c n ot es, pr ov i di n g 
l ast i n g sci en t i f i c an d h i st or i cal  val ue for  th e r egi on . 
Bar t ram?s det ai l ed n ot es f r om  h i s jour n ey  th r ough  
M on t gom er y  ar e i m por t an t  r esour ces for  both  th e 
n at ural  an d h um an  h i st or y  of  cen t ral  Al abam a.

Wi l l i am  Bar t ram  an d Al abam a: A Travel i n g Exh i bi t  
i s spon sor ed by  th e Car ol i n e M ar sh al l  Draugh on  
Cen t er  for  th e Ar t s & H um an i t i es i n  th e Col l ege of  
L i beral  Ar t s at  Aubur n  Un iver si ty. Th e exh i bi t  i s 
f un ded by  th e L eah  Rawl s Atk i n s En dowed Fun d for  
Excel l en ce an d th e An n  Draugh on  Cousi n s 
En dowed Fun d for  Excel l en ce. For  m or e 
i n for m at i on  an d exh i bi t  sch edul e v i si t  
Bar t ram an dAl abam a.org 

EXHIBITION

Bar t r am  
and 
A l abam a
Ex h i bi t  

W

Wi l l i am  Bar t r am  (1739?1823) 
was an  Am er i can  n at u r al i st , 
w r i t er , an d ex pl or er . H e i s best  
k n ow n  for  h i s l an dm ar k  book , 
Travels of William Bar tram, i n  
wh i ch  h e descr i bed h i s 
four -year  ex pedi t i on  t h r ough  
t h e sou t h east er n  Un i t ed St at es 
f r om  1773 t o 1777.

The  Bartram and 
Alabama traveling 
exhibition is opening 
on Thursday May 
21st, 2026 and runs 
through Thursday. 
June 26th, in Lucas 
Tavern, 310 North 
Hull St.
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BARTRAM PROGRAMMING

                h e L an dm ark s Foun dat i on  i s th r i l l ed t o 
an n oun ce th at  L ucas Taver n  w i l l  be h ost i n g th e 
Bar t ram  an d Al abam a t ravel i n g exh i bi t i on  f r om  
M ay 21st  th r ough  Jun e 27th  (Wed. - Sat . f r om  
10am -4pm ). Th e exh i bi t i on  dives i n t o th e jour n ey  of  
Wi l l i am  Bar t ram , wh o t ravel ed th r ough  cen t ral  
Al abam a i n  th e l at e 1700s. H i s det ai l ed sket ch es an d 
n ot es on  Cr eek  t ow n s, l ocal  w i l dl i fe, an d i n di gen ous 
cul t ur es r em ai n  som e of  th e m ost  i m por t an t  
h i st or i cal  r ecor ds of  our  r egi on  t oday.

Dr. Kath r yn  H ol l an d Braun d i s a l eadi n g exper t  on  
Cr eek  I n di an  h i st or y  an d th e auth or  of  several  
accl ai m ed book s, i n cl udi n g Deerskin and Duffels an d 
The Old Federal Road in Alabama. Sh e w i l l  be sh ar i n g 
h er  deep i n si gh t s i n t o Bar t ram?s l egacy  an d th e 18th  
cen t ur y  South east .

W h eth er  you'r e a h i st or y  buf f , a n at ur e l over, or  just  
cur i ous about  Al abam a?s r oot s, we?d l ove t o see you 
at  L ucas Taver n .

T

Special Program  
To celebrate the Bartram and Alabama exhibit join Kathryn Braund  
for the exhibition closing lecture;

What | Lecture by Dr. Kathryn Holland Braund
When | Thursday, June 25th | 5:00pm ? 7:00pm
Where | Lucas Tavern, 310 North Hull Street, Downtown 
Montgomery

Guest Speaker
Dr. Kathryn Holland Braund, Hollifield Professor Emerita of History 
at Auburn University.

Book your tickets ($15 + fees) by 
scanning the QR code. 

This program is free of charge for 
Landmarks members and volunteers. 

Guest  L ect u r e at  
L ucas T av er n

S
ca

n
 M

e!

Landmar ksfoundat ion.com
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Celebr at ing
Dan Br ooks

COLLABORATION
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Strengthening Partnerships
L an dm ar k s Foun dat i on  h as devel oped a 
st r on g par t n er sh i p w i t h  t h e M on t gom er y  
Ar t  Gu i l d br i n gi n g con t i n ued n ew  en er gy, 
cr eat i v i t y, an d com m un i t y  en gagem en t .

            ar t n er i n g w i th  th e M on t gom er y  Ar t  Gui l d h as pl ayed an  
i m por t an t  r ol e i n  r eact ivat i n g th e vacan t  spaces at  Ol d Al abam a 
Tow n  i n  m ean i n gf ul  an d i n spi r i n g ways. An n ual  ar t  sh ow s, 
m em ber sh i p dr ives, an d ar t i st  work sh ops h ave been  h ost ed at  th e 
War e-Far l ey-H ood H ouse an d acr oss oth er  ven ues th r ough out  our  
m useum  space. Th ese even t s h ave cr eat ed oppor t un i t i es for  ar t i st s 
t o exh i bi t  th ei r  work , en gage w i th  th e publ i c, an d draw  i n spi rat i on  
f r om  a set t i n g th at  i s both  h i st or i cal l y  r i ch  an d v i sual l y  
com pel l i n g.

Recen t  even t s h ave h i gh l i gh t ed th e success an d pot en t i al  of  th i s 
par t n er sh i p. I n  Decem ber  2025, a pop-up ar t  sh ow  h el d i n  th e 
Cooper  Cot t age dr ew  a st r on g t ur n out  despi t e th e ch al l en gi n g col d 
weath er. Th e even t  dem on st rat ed th e publ i c?s i n t er est  i n  
exper i en ces th at  com bi n e ar t  w i th  h i st or i c env i r on m en t s. I n  
M ar ch  2026, a wat er col or  work sh op at  Gran ge H al l  was equal l y  wel l  
r eceived, w i th  par t i ci pan t s n ot i n g th e un i que at m osph er e an d 
scen i c backdr op as key  el em en t s of  th ei r  exper i en ce.

L ook i n g ah ead, L an dm ark s Foun dat i on  i s com m i t t ed t o 
m ai n t ai n i n g an d expan di n g th i s r el at i on sh i p w i th  th e 
M on t gom er y  Ar t  Gui l d. Pl an s ar e al r eady  un der way t o h ost  
addi t i on al  work sh ops, pop-up sh ow s, an d ar t i st -dr iven  even t s 
acr oss a w i der  ran ge of  ven ues. Th e cot t ages, gar den s, an d open  
ar eas of  our  pr oper ty  w i l l  con t i n ue t o ser ve as cr eat ive 
env i r on m en t s wh er e ar t i st s can  set  up easel s, pai n t  on  si t e, an d 
capt ur e th e ch aract er  an d beauty  of  th e sur r oun di n gs.

Th i s par t n er sh i p r ef l ect s a sh ar ed com m i t m en t  t o cel ebrat i n g both  
ar t  an d h i st or y. By  br i n gi n g th ese two el em en t s t ogeth er, 
L an dm ark s Foun dat i on  an d th e M on t gom er y  Ar t  Gui l d ar e 
en h an ci n g publ i c appr eci at i on  for  Ol d Al abam a Tow n  wh i l e 
cr eat i n g n ew  pathways for  cul t ural  en gagem en t . Th e r esul t  i s a 
col l aborat i on  th at  n ot  on ly  en r i ch es th e pr esen t  but  h el ps en sur e 
th e con t i n ued r el evan ce an d v i t al i ty  of  th ese h i st or i c spaces.

The Landmarks Foundation and Old Alabama Town work close 
together with the volunteers of Hands on River Region, Maxwell Air 
Force Base, church groups, and other for-profit and non-profit 
organizations regarding their volunteer services during National 
Charity Day on April 23rd. If you or your organization likes to work 

with us, please send an email to Landmarks Volunteer Services 
southblock@oldalabamatown.com. 

For individual volunteer opportunities scan the QR code or visit   
our websites.

--

Ella B. Mar t in
Special Events Coor dinator  at  Landmar ks Foundat ion

Photos - Warren Simons  |  The Art Show at Ware-Farley-Hood 
House was with 225 visitors well attended and so was Iain 
Stewart's water coloring workshop at Grange Hall.

P
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Centennial Hill and the 
Landmarks Connection

                              h i l e th e Ben  M oor e H ot el  i s our  m ost  
r ecen t  pr oject  i n  Cen t en n i al  H i l l , th e L an dm ark s 
Foun dat i on's con n ect i on  t o th i s h i st or i c 
n ei gh borh ood span s decades. Our  ear l y  r esear ch  
t racked Cen t en n i al  H i l l?s ar ch i t ect ural  gr ow th ? f r om  
m odest  sh ot gun  h ouses t o th e th r iv i n g m ul t i -l evel  
busi n esses an d h om es of  th e Bl ack  pr ofessi on al  
cl ass. Th i s n ei gh borh ood was bui l t  by  v i si on ar y  
l eader s such  as Joh n  W. Jon es, Dr. Cor n el i us Dor set t e, 
an d Vi ct or  Tul an e, wh o pr ov i ded essen t i al  ser v i ces t o 
M on t gom er y?s Bl ack  r esi den t s dur i n g segr egat i on .

Cen t en n i al  H i l l  was m or e th an  just  a n ei gh borh ood; 
i t  was a pr ot ect ive n etwork  of  ch ur ch es, busi n esses, 
an d gath er i n g spaces. Th i s com m un i ty  ser ved as both  
th e backdr op an d th e en gi n e for  th e Civ i l  Ri gh t s 
M ovem en t , pr opel l i n g ch an ge th r ough out  
M on t gom er y  an d th e n at i on . Recogn i zi n g th i s 
un den i abl e l egacy, a dedi cat ed t eam  of  
pr eser vat i on i st s, l ed by  L an dm ark s di r ect or  M ar y  
An n  Neel ey, successf ul l y  added Cen t en n i al  H i l l  t o 
th e Al abam a Regi st er  of  L an dm ark s an d H er i t age on  
Apr i l  14, 1992. 

Th i r ty -th r ee year s l at er , our  m i ssi on  r em ai n s th e 
sam e. Th e L an dm ark s Foun dat i on  con t i n ues t o 
advocat e for  th e pr eser vat i on  of  h i st or i c di st r i ct s
so th at  l an dm ark s l i ke th e Ben  M oor e H ot el  can  
con t i n ue t o sh ar e th ei r  st or i es w i th  f u t ur e 
gen erat i on s.

W  
Photos  | Top to bottom, left to right

Dr. Cornelius Dorsette came from New York to 
open a doctor?s office, making him the first 
Black doctor in the city.

Early residents in Centennial Hill built shotgun 
houses for their families, but as it became more 
affluent, more businesses and larger homes 
allowed for a robust network.

John W. Jones was one of the few Black 
legislators elected to office during the 
Reconstruction era. His home was located on 
South Jackson Street.

Victor Tulane?s influence can be seen 
throughout Centennial Hill and the city. The 
Alabama PTA is headquartered in what was his 
home, and Wright?s Grocery Store, one of 
several Tulane businesses, was the go-to for 
everyday needs for many years.

The Ben Moore Hotel was the only hotel in the 
city listed in the Green Books as a safe place for 
Black travelers, and was the hot spot for 
comfort, community, and organizing.

L an dm ar k s an d t h e Con ser vat i on  
Fun d ar e joi n i n g for ces t o pr ot ect  
M on t gom er y?s h i st or i c Ben  M oor e 
H ot el , gu i de i t s r est or at i on , an d 
cel ebr at e t h e en dur i n g l egacy  of  
Cen t en n i al  H i l l , on e of  t h e ci t y?s 
m ost  i m por t an t  A f r i can  Am er i can  
n ei gh bor h oods.

SEMINAR

landmar ksfoundat ion.com

Pr eser v at i on
L eader sh i p
Sem i n ar  20 26
Th e L an dm ar k s Foun dat i on  of  M on t gom er y  
i nv i t es you  t o at t en d t h e Pr eser vat i on  
L eader sh i p Sem i n ar , a pr em i er  pr ogr am  
desi gn ed for  t h ose r eady  t o l ear n  an d 
ch am pi on  t h e ar ch i t ect u r al  an d cu l t u r al  
h er i t age of  Cen t en n i al  H i l l .

Th e Pr eser vat i on  L eader sh i p 
Sem i n ar  ser i es was est abl i sh - 
ed seven  year s ago as a 
r esour ce for  ow n er s l iv i n g 
an d/or  work i n g i n  h i st or i c 
pr oper t i es. Th e 2026 sem i n ar  
w i l l  focus on  th e h i st or i c 
Cen t en n i al  H i l l  n ei gh borh ood. 
Cen t en n i al  H i l l  was devel oped 
as a n ei gh borh ood by  an d for  
Bl ack  M on t gom er i an s dur i n g 
th e Recon st r uct i on  per i od. 
Ear l y  Bl ack  devel oper s 
pur ch ased l arge t ract s of  l an d 
i n  th e ar ea, subdiv i ded l ot s an d 
sol d th em  t o Bl ack  fam i l i es for  
bui l di n g. I n  i t s ear l y  year s, 
Cen t en n i al  H i l l  was h om e t o 
both  th e work i n g an d th e ear l y  
pr ofessi on al  cl ass. 

Sem i n ar  sessi on s w i l l  i n cl ude 
l ect ur es on  th e com m un i ty  
h i st or y, a wal k i n g t our  of  th e 
busi n ess di st r i ct , an d f i el d 
t r i ps of  n ot abl e si t es i n  th e 
n ei gh borh ood.

Th e fee for  th e 2026 sem i n ar  i s 
$35 an d i n cl udes al l  th e 
pr esen t at i on  an d even t s. 
Space i s l i m i t ed so m ake 
r eser vat i on s ear l y  by  scan n i n g 
th e  QR code for  fast  ch eck  out .
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Text  |  Jessica O'Connor

The Ben Moore Hotel in Montgomery's 
historic Centennial Hill in Montgomery 
was first listed in the Green Book in 
1954. The hotel was constructed in 
1951 by Matthew F. Moore. It was the 
first licensed hotel in Montgomery to 
serve African American travelers and 
was listed in the guide through 1964. 
The hotel served as a strategy center 
for leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and Rev. Ralph Abernathy. The 
rooftop garden was a famous 
entertainment venue that hosted 
legendary performers such as B.B. 
King, Tina Turner, and Little Richard.
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A  New  Ch apt er  f or  L andm ar k s

                          f t er  f ive year s of  dedi cat ed ser v i ce, 
Col l i er  Neel ey  h as accept ed a posi t i on  w i th  th e 
H i st or i c Savan n ah  Foun dat i on . Dur i n g h i s t en ur e, 
Col l i er  set  L an dm ark s on  a path  t owar d 
m oder n i zi n g h i st or i c pr eser vat i on  i n  M on t gom er y. 
We ar e deeply  grat ef ul  for  h i s l eader sh i p an d 
ser v i ce, an d we w i sh  h i m  ever y  success i n  th i s 
exci t i n g n ex t  ch apt er.

Un der  th e l eader sh i p of  past -pr esi den t  Val er i e 
Owen , th e Boar d l aun ch ed a n at i onw i de sear ch  for  
L an dm ark s? n ex t  Execut ive Di r ect or. Af t er  
r ev i ew i n g m an y r esum es an d i n t er v i ew i n g several  
ou t st an di n g can di dat es, th e Boar d un an i m ously  
sel ect ed Jessi ca O?Con n or. Th r ough out  th e 
i n t er v i ew  pr ocess, Jessi ca dem on st rat ed a cl ear  
un der st an di n g of  L an dm ark s? m i ssi on  an d f u t ur e 
di r ect i on , an d we ar e con f i den t  sh e w i l l  h el p l ead us 
for war d.

Jessi ca i s or i gi n al l y  f r om  Ch eyen n e, Wyom i n g. Sh e 
ear n ed a Bach el or  of  Ar t s i n  H i st or y  f r om  
Wi n st on -Sal em  St at e Un iver si ty  an d a M ast er  of  
Ar t s i n  M useum  St udi es an d Non pr of i t  
M an agem en t  f r om  th e Un iver si ty  of  Nor th  Car ol i n a 
at  Gr een sbor o. Fol l ow i n g graduat e sch ool , Jessi ca 

worked i n  Jack son , M i ssi ssi ppi , w i th  th e 
M i ssi ssi ppi  Depar t m en t  of  Ar ch ives an d H i st or y. 
Si n ce 2022, sh e h as worked acr oss Al abam a w i th  
th e Al abam a Afr i can  Am er i can  Civ i l  Ri gh t s 
H er i t age Si t es Con sor t i um . I n  th at  r ol e, sh e 
i m pl em en t ed t rai n i n g pr ogram s an d work sh ops 
acr oss 20  si t es, l aun ch ed i n t er n sh i p pr ogram s, 
secur ed m ul t i pl e gran t s, an d l ed th e devel opm en t  of  
a di gi t al  ar ch ive of  oral  h i st or i es, object s, an d 
ar ch ival  m at er i al s docum en t i n g th e Al abam a Civ i l  
Ri gh t s M ovem en t . Sh e al so ser ved as th e pr i m ar y  
i n t er pr et ive an d pr ogram m i n g adv i sor  for  th e 
Con sor t i um?s 24 par t n er  si t es. Wi th  13 year s of  
exper i en ce i n  th e Gal l er i es, L i brar i es, Ar ch ives, an d 
M useum s sect or  (G.L .A.M ) acr oss th e Deep South , 
Jessi ca?s work  h as gr ow n  t o suppor t  pr eser vat i on  
an d t our i sm  as t ool s for  com m un i ty  em power m en t  
an d econ om i c devel opm en t . 

I n  1969, L an dm ark s pur ch ased an d r en ovat ed th e 
Or dem an -Sh aw  com pl ex  t o cr eat e an  i m m er sive 
exper i en ce of  ever yday  l i fe i n  1850s M on t gom er y. 
Over  th e past  56 year s, we h ave m oved, r est or ed, an d 
i n t er pr et ed m or e th an  50  bui l di n gs th at  n ow  m ake 

Meet Jessica O'Connor

m ake up Ol d Al abam a Tow n . Today, m or e th an  
25,000 four th - an d f i f th -grade st uden t s v i si t  each  
year  for  h an ds-on  l ear n i n g th at  br i n gs 
19th -cen t ur y  Al abam a t o l i fe. Over  th e past  th r ee 
year s, we h ave al so devel oped an  i n -h ouse t our  
com pan y th at  h as h el ped m or e th an  82 Al abam a 
sch ool s v i si t  Ol d Al abam a Tow n  an d oth er  
h i st or i c si t es i n  an d ar oun d M on t gom er y. 
Th r ough  sch ool  t our s, com m un i ty  pr ogram s, 
out r each , pr eser vat i on  work , an d st rat egi c 
par t n er sh i ps, L an dm ark s h as cr eat ed space for  
gr ow th  i n  our  com m un i ty  an d i n  th e ways our  
m i ssi on  con t i n ues t o evolve.

Th e ways h i st or i c bui l di n gs ar e m oved, 
pr eser ved, an d i n t er pr et ed h ave ch an ged si n ce 
L an dm ark s began . W h i l e we ar e un l i kely  t o 
r el ocat e an d r est or e an oth er  bui l di n g i n  th e 
for eseeabl e f u t ur e, th e foun dat i on  bui l t  over  th e 
l ast  56 year s h as posi t i on ed L an dm ark s t o l ead 
G.L .A.M . work  as an  econ om i c devel opm en t  t ool  
i n  M on t gom er y.

We ar e al so work i n g t o h el p for m  th e Busi n ess 
I m pr ovem en t  Di st r i ct  for  dow n t ow n  
M on t gom er y, cr eat i n g a com m un i ty -dr iven  
oppor t un i ty  t o st r en gth en  th e ci ty 's h ear t . Our  
com m i t m en t  t o ci ty  an d st at e pr eser vat i on  
con t i n ues th r ough  par t n er sh i ps w i th  
l i ke-m i n ded pr eser vat i on i st s i n cl udes our  r ecen t  
work  w i th  th e Con ser vat i on  Fun d t o h el p f i n d a 
devel oper  t o pur ch ase an d r en ovat e th e Ben  
M oor e H ot el  i n  Cen t en n i al  H i l l . Th i s h i st or i c 
bui l di n g?s f u t ur e i s n ow  pr ot ect ed, an d we h ope i t  
w i l l  becom e a cat alyst  for  n ei gh borh ood 
r ev i t al i zat i on .

I n  addi t i on , our  i n -h ouse con sul t i n g ser v i ce 
suppor t s devel oper s acr oss Al abam a i n  usi n g 
federal  h i st or i c t ax  cr edi t s for  th ei r  pr oject s, 
h el pi n g us br i dge exper t i se, pr eser vat i on , an d 
com m un i ty  out r each  i n  ways th at  al i gn  w i th  
L an dm ark s? f u t ur e goal s.

Ol d Al abam a Tow n  w i l l  r em ai n  a cr i t i cal  par t  of  
our  work , ser v i n g as a l iv i n g t each i n g t ool  for  
v i si t or s an d a power f ul  exam pl e of  wh at  
col l ect ive act i on  can  ach i eve. As suppor t er s of  
L an dm ark s, we i nv i t e you t o m eet  Jessi ca an d 
joi n  us i n  advocat i n g for  pr eser vat i on  as an  
econ om i c r esour ce for  M on t gom er y.

Landmarks' Legacy

Looking Ahead
_
Jamie Loeb
Boar d Pr esident  of  the 
Landmar ks Foundat ion

A
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SPECIALTY TOURS

Joi n  Ch r i st oph er  Joe for  a Ol d Al abam a Tow n  Bi r d 
Wal k . Dur i n g th i s l ei sur ely  out door  act iv i ty, 
Ch r i st oph er  w i l l  gui de our  v i si t or s th r ough  our  
m useum  w i th  pl en ty  of  t i m e t o  obser ve an d i den t i fy  
w i l d bi r ds i n  th ei r  n at ural  h abi t at , an d w i t n ess th ei r  
act iv i t i es Wi th  Ch r i st oph er  as your  gui de, can  you 
th i n k  of  a bet t er  way  t o st ar t  your  f i r st  Sat ur day  of  th e 
m on th? 

Ti cket s ($25) m ust  be pur ch ased i n  advan ce. Scan  th e 
QR code or  book  your  t i cket s th r ough  our  websi t e. Bi r d 
Wal k s ar e f r ee of  ch arge for  L an dm ark s m em ber s an d 
vol un t eer s.

L andm ar k s 
Bi r d  W al k s

Dat e T i m e T op i c L ocat i on Pr esent er Pr i ce A udi ence

Wed. May 6th 5:30-7:00pm Preservation
Seminar 

Loeb Auditorium Diverse Speakers $35
4  Wednesdays

in May

Public

Sat. May 9th 10am-2pm Black History 
Guided tour + 

Breakfast

Lucas Tavern Tony A. Watkins $25
Free

Public
Members

Wed. May 13th 5:30-7:00pm Preservation 
Seminar

Loeb Auditorium Diverse Speakers
--

Public

Wed. May 20th 5:30-7:00pm Preservation
Seminar

Loeb Auditorium Diverse Speakers
--

Public

Thu. May 21st 3:00-6:00pm Opening Bartram Lucas Tavern Reception $15 
Free

Public
Members

Wed. May 27th 5:30-7:00pm Preservation 
Seminar

Loeb Auditorium Diverse Speakers -- Public

Sat. May 30th 9:00-10:30am Volunteers
Appreciation

Garden Breakfast 

Lucas Tavern Jacob van Megen Free Volunteers

Sat. June 6th 8:30am-12pm Bird Walk + 
Breakfast

Lucas Tavern Christopher Joe $25
Free

Public
Members

Sat. June 20th 10:00am-2:00pm Black History 
Guided tour + 

Breakfast

Lucas Tavern Tony A. Watkins $25
Free

Public
Members

Thu. June 25th 5:00-7:00pm Bartram Lecture Lucas Tavern Kathryn H. 
Braund

$15
Free

Public
Members

Thu. July 2nd 5:00-7:00pm Lecture Coiling & 
Gourd Painting

Lucas Tavern Muffin Hand $15
Free

Public
Members

Wed. - Fri.
July 8, 9, 10

10:00am-3:00pm 3-day Workshop
Coiling + Lunches

Lucas Tavern Muffin Hand $125
$65

Public 
Members

14   M om ent um

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
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L andm ar k s Educat i on al  Pr ogr am m i n g 20 26 Dat es 
20 26
June 6th

August  1st

September  5th

October  3r d

November  7th

Tickets!

Black Histor y at  Old Alabama Town
Fr om  a ch i l dh ood i n  a M on t gom er y  back yar d t o a 
m i ssi on  i n  Ol d Al abam a Tow n . Ton y  A. Watk i n s, 
h i st or i an , docum en t ar i an , au th or  an d gr i ot , 
t r an sl at ed h i s past  i n t o a per son al  Bl ack  H i st or y  
Gui ded Tour. Joi n  us for  an  un forget t abl e 
exper i en ce an d l ear n  f r om  th e power f ul  st or i es 
beh i n d our  exh i bi t s.

Scan  th e QR code or  book  your  t i cket s th r ough  our  
websi t e.  Th e  t i cket  pr i ce i n cl udes a br eak fast  at  
L ucas Taver n . Bl ack  H i st or y  Tour s ar e f r ee of  ch arge 
for  L an dm ark s m em ber s an d vol un t eer s.. 

Sat. April 11th

Sat. May 9th 

Sat. June 20th 

Sat. Sept. 12th

Sat. Oct. 10th

Dates 2026
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