
                um m er  i s a sacr ed t i m e i n  th e South . Peopl e get  t o m ove a l i t t l e sl ower, 
th e t ea si ps ar e a l i t t l e sweet er, th e days get  a l i t t l e l on ger. I t  i s th e season  of  
abun dan ce, th e t i m e t o r evel  i n  th e f r ui t s of  our  l abor, an d t o pr epar e for  th e 
n ot -so-di st an t  h ust l e an d bust l e of  th e fal l . We r ecen t l y  w rapped up our  sch ool  
t our  season , an d th ousan ds of  st uden t s cam e f r om  acr oss Al abam a t o expl or e 
our  h i st or y. We l ook  for war d t o con t i n ui n g th at  expl orat i on  t ogeth er  th r ough  
a r obust  educat i on al  pr ogram  an d exh i bi t i on  sch edul e th i s sum m er.

Th i s sum m er, v i si t or s w i l l  h ave access t o h i st or i c docum en t s i n  our  ar ch ive 
an d exci t i n g st or y t el l i n g t ool s th r ough  our  for th com i n g beacon  syst em . Ol d 
Al abam a Tow n  i s work i n g h ar d t o i m pl em en t  a Bl uet ooth -power ed di gi t al  
n etwork . By  dow n l oadi n g th e app, v i si t or s' ph on es i n t eract  w i th  on -si t e 
Bl uet ooth  beacon s t o t r i gger  excl usive audi o an d m ul t i m edi a con t en t  as th ey  
expl or e th e col l ect i on . Th e i n for m at i on  on  th e beacon s pr ov i des an  i n -depth  
l ear n i n g exper i en ce th r ough out  our  m useum . Accessi bi l i ty  an d excl usiv i ty  at  
th e si t e an d i t s i n t er pr et at i on  r em ai n  t op pr i or i t i es, an d n ew  t ool s an d 
suppor t  pr ogram s h el p us gui de v i si t or s al on g h i st or i cal  path s.

We ar e n ow  al so a Bl ue St ar  M useum  an d a M useum s for  Al l  si t e, wh i ch  al l ow s 
us t o suppor t  m i l i t ar y  an d un der ser ved com m un i t i es i n  a m or e m ean i n gf ul  
way. An d we?l l  be open i n g a r ef r esh ed M useum  St or e l ocat ed i n  L ucas Taver n , 
f i l l ed w i th  ol d favor i t es an d n ew  del i gh t s. Our  com m un i ty  pr eser vat i on  
ef for t s ar e al so r eapi n g th e ben ef i t s of  sum m er  abun dan ce. Recen t l y, th e Ben  
M oor e H ot el  was l i st ed on  th e Nat i on al  Tr ust?s 11 M ost  En dan ger ed Pl aces l i st , 
th er eby  expan di n g th e pr oject 's v i si bi l i ty. Our  st at ew i de pr eser vat i on  suppor t  
al so con t i n ues t o gr ow  as st af f  work  cl osely  w i th  l ocal  com m un i t i es t o pr ot ect  
an d adapt  th ei r  h i st or i c st r uct ur es for  a f r ui t f u l  f u t ur e. Th ough  th er e i s m uch  
work  t o con t i n ue, th er e i s m uch  t o see an d l ear n  h er e at  Ol d Al abam a Tow n , 
an d th e sum m er  m on th s ar e th e pr i m e t i m e t o joi n  us!
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Jessica O?Connor
Execut ive Dir ector  of  the Landmar ks Foundat ion

THIS 
SUMMER, 
VISITORS 
WILL HAVE 
ACCESS TO 
HISTORIC 

DOCUMENTS 
IN OUR 

ARCHIVE AND 
EXCITING 

STORYTELLING 
TOOLS 

THROUGH 
OUR 

FORTHCOMING 
BEACON 
SYSTEM.

,,

,,

Springtime Work; 
Summertime Success
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Cut  I t ! 
Don at e!
Pass i t  on !
Support the Landmarks Foundation of Montgomery with a 
donation: for educational programming, ongoing maintenance, 
landscaping, school and bus tours, preservation, Black history, 
birding, and our volunteer programming. Landmarks Foundation 
needs you to keep us moving forward into the future together. 

Besides your donation, your ideas are also welcome. Email: 
southblock@oldalabamatown.com

A Cul i n ar y  Tour  Th r ough  Al abam a H i st or y  con n ect s 
Al abam a's h i st or y  w i th  th e foods pr epar ed an d 
ser ved i n  h om e k i t ch en s an d bel oved l ocal  
est abl i sh m en t s th r ough out  th e st at e. Reci pes ar e 
i n cl uded, m odi f i ed for  m oder n  k i t ch en s, i n  case you 
deci de t o par t i ci pat e i n  som e food h i st or y  your sel f .

Cl assi c Rest auran t s of  
M on t gom er y  feat ur es 
i con i c M on t gom er y  
r est auran t s, past  an d 
pr esen t , r eveal i n g st or i es of  
th e r est auran t s an d th e 
per son al i t i es beh i n d th e 
scen es. I f  you?ve l ived i n  
M on t gom er y, you?ve 
pr obably  eat en  at  or  h ear d 
st or i es about  th ese l ocal  
cel ebrat ed i n st i t u t i on s. Now  
i s your  ch an ce t o get  th e 
wh ol e st or y  an d even  t r y  
som e of  th e i n cl uded 
r eci pes.

Th e Gol den  Age of  Nor m an dal e w i l l  be a 
t r i p dow n  m em or y  l an e i f  you gr ew  up i n  
M on t gom er y  i n  th e 50s, 60s, an d 70s. 
W h eth er  you wer e sh oppi n g, goi n g t o th e 
doct or ?s, h av i n g a bi r th day  par ty  at  th e 
Fran ci s Cafet er i a, or  v i si t i n g San t a si t t i n g 
pr om i n en t l y  i n  th e pi ct ur e w i n dow  at  
L ovem an?s, Nor m an dal e was th e 
?al l -i n -on e sh oppi n g m ecca.?

Each  of  th ese book s i s packed w i th  ph ot os 
of  i n st i t u t i on s th at  sh aped our  dai l y  l i ves 
an d th e peopl e wh o m ade i t  h appen . Com e 
ch eck  th em  out . You m ay f i n d just  th e book  
your  l i brar y  n eeds!

A CULINARY
TOUR

THROUGH
ALABAMA
HISTORY 

CLASSIC RESTAURANTS 
OF MONTGOMERY

THE GOLDEN AGE OF NORMANDALE 
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Lucas Tavern
Museum Store
The Museum Store at Lucas Tavern 
has a wide variety of books featuring 
local and regional history. Whether 
you?re a casual reader or a citizen 
historian, you will find something to 
pique your interest.

Lucas Tavern Museum Store is open 
Wednesday through Saturday, From 
10am - 4pm.
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What | Spoon Making Workshop 
With | Orran Scruggs 
Who | Traditional Artist-in-Residence 2026 
When | Monday, August 24th, 10am-12pm
How | The workshop is free of charge. Reservation is required!

Or ran  Scr uggs, a sel f -t augh t  spoon  m aker  
f r om  Doth an , w i l l  be t each i n g h i s craf t  at  
Ol d Al abam a Tow n  th i s sum m er. H i s 
passi on  for  cr eat i n g ar t i st i c an d 
f un ct i on al  k i t ch enwar e h as h el ped h i m  
est abl i sh  a busi n ess, k n ow n  as th e M ae 
L ou Col l ect i on , wh er e h e sel l s spoon s 
an d t each es st uden t s h ow  t o m ake an d 
car e for  wooden  u t en si l s. H i s busi n ess, 
i n spi r ed by  th e l egacy  of  h i s 
gran dm oth er s, i s a h an dcraf t ed l i n e of  
wooden  u t en si l s an d h om e goods m ade 
f r om  r ecl ai m ed wood ?  cr eat ed t o br i n g 
beauty, pur pose, an d soul  back  t o th e 
k i t ch en . Or ran  t akes pr i de i n  usi n g 
l ocal l y  sour ced wood t o r educe l um ber  
wast e an d l ower  i t s env i r on m en t al  
footpr i n t .

Th e spoon -m ak i n g work sh op w i l l  al l ow  
each  st uden t  t o f i n i sh  th ei r  ow n  cof fee, 
t ea, or  spi ce spoon . St uden t s w i l l  r eceive 
a pr e-cut  wooden  spoon  bl an k  an d r ef i n e 
i t  i n t o a f i n i sh ed usabl e spoon . Th i s w i l l  
i n cl ude th r ee st ages?  san di n g, car v i n g 
desi gn s (opt i on al ), an d oi l i n g th e spoon .

Th e Al abam a Fol k l i fe Associ at i on  an d 
Aubur n  Un iver si ty?s Car ol i n e M ar sh al l  
Draugh on  Cen t er  for  th e Ar t s & 
H um an i t i es ar e spon sor i n g th i s n ew  
Tradi t i on al  Ar t i st -i n -Resi den ce pr ogram  
t o spot l i gh t , suppor t , an d sh ar e th e work  
of  t al en t ed t radi t i on al  ar t i st s i n  
Al abam a. Ol d Al abam a Tow n  i s eager  t o 
h ost  Or ran  i n  th e Work i n g Bl ock  at  Ol d 
Al abam a Tow n  .

Spoon Making W
orkshop



                   

                   
                  r an t  Fi t zpat r i ck  an d h i s w i fe, Vi n i e, ar e 
r ecor ded as th e or i gi n al  t en an t s of  th e sh ot gun  
h ouse exh i bi t , pr eser ved at  Ol d Al abam a Tow n?s 
L iv i n g Bl ock . Bui l t  i n  th e 1880s, th i s speci f i c 
sh ot gun  feat ur es Vi ct or i an  det ai l s. Or i gi n al l y, i t  
st ood just  two bl ock s east  of  i t s cur r en t  m useum  
l ocat i on , on  Bai n br i dge St r eet  n ear  th e Al abam a 
St at e Capi t ol . Wi l l i s Wi l l i n gh am , a pr om i n en t  Bl ack  
en t r epr en eur, bough t  th e h om e on  Bai n br i dge 
St r eet  as an  i nvest m en t  pr oper ty. Af t er  h i s 
pur ch ase, h e i m m edi at el y  r en t ed i t  ou t  t o Gran t  an d 
Vi n i e. To pay  th e r en t , Gran t  worked m ul t i pl e 
dem an di n g ph ysi cal  l abor  jobs i n  th e devel opi n g 
ci ty  of  M on t gom er y. H e worked at  th e rai l r oad, a 
cot t on seed oi l  m i l l , an d a l ocal  i ce pl an t . Vi n i e 
worked as a washwom an , wh i ch  was on e of  th e m ost  
com m on  an d v i t al  occupat i on s for  work i n g-cl ass 
Bl ack  wom en  of  th at  era. Th ough  th e Fi tzpat r i ck s  
scrat ch ed out  a l iv i n g, th ey  di d so i n  th e ear l y  year s 
of  Ji m  Cr ow. Th i s syst em  of  raci al  segr egat i on  an d 
di scr i m i n at i on  l i m i t ed h ow  m uch  success an d 
access peopl e of  col or  coul d h ave, i n cl udi n g i n  
h ousi n g an d job secur i ty. W h i l e m an y det ai l s of  
Gran t  an d Vi n i e?s dai l y  l i ves wer e  un docum en t ed, 
th e th i s h ouse i s st aged w i th  accurat e per i od 
ar t i fact s th at  m at ch  th e era i n  wh i ch  th e 
Fi tzpat r i ck s l ived. Th i s i n cl udes auth en t i c 
n ew spaper s l i n i n g th e i n t er i or  wal l s, a pract i ce used 
by  work i n g-cl ass fam i l i es t o i n sul at e th e h om e an d 
bl ock  out  th e col d w i n t er  draf t . 

Th e Fi tzpat r i ck  sh ot gun  h ouse i s a t ex t book  
exam pl e of  ver n acul ar  ar ch i t ect ur e, a bui l di n g 
desi gn  sh aped by  l ocal  l abor  an d m at er i al s, cl i m at e, 
an d ever yday  n eeds. Th i s h ol i st i c desi gn  or i gi n at ed 
i n  Yor ubal an d (N i ger i a, Ben i n , Togo) an d was a 
pr eval en t  ar ch i t ect ural  for m  dur i n g th e Oyo Em pi r e 
(pr esen t -day  west er n  N i ger i a). Th e wor d sh ot gun  
i t sel f  i s der ived f r om  th e Yor uba wor d ?t o-gun ,? 
wh i ch  m ean s pl ace of  assem bly, or  a pl ace wh er e 
peopl e gath er. Th r ough  th e Tran sat l an t i c Sl ave 
Trade, th i s ar ch i t ect ural  styl e spr ead t o H ai t i  an d, 
wh en  bl en ded w i th  th e n at ive Taín o I n di an  
bui l di n g t ech n i ques, cr eat ed a n ar r ow, f r on t -faci n g 
h ouse (Cai l le). At  th e en d of  th e 18th  cen t ur y, th i s 
t radi t i on al  West  Af r i can  ar ch i t ect ur e was 
i n t r oduced t o New  Or l ean s i n  1791 by  r ef ugees an d 
m i gran t s af t er  th e H ai t i an  Revol u t i on . By  th e ear l y  

1800s, m an y sh ot gun  h ouses h ad been  bui l t  i n  th e 
ci ty  of  New  Or l ean s; even t ual l y, th i s ar ch i t ect ur e 
al so spr ead t o Al abam a. Th e st r uct ural  feat ur es of  
th e l i n ear  l ayout , wh i ch  al i gn ed door s an d w i n dow s 
f r on t  t o back  an d si de t o si de. Th i s cr eat ed a n at ural  
br eeze t o cool  th e h om es, m ak i n g th e h ot , h um i d 
Al abam a sum m er s m or e bearabl e.

By  th e 1880s, M on t gom er y  was al r eady  an  
i m por t an t  ci ty, w i th  a r iver  por t  an d rai l  
con n ect i on s, an d i t  con t i n ued t o gr ow  as a 
com m er ci al  an d pol i t i cal  cen t er. Cen t ral  Al abam a?s 
soci al  or der  at  th e t i m e was sh aped by  th e en d of  
sl aver y, Recon st r uct i on , an d th e r i se of  Ji m  Cr ow. I n  
h ousi n g, th i s t ran sl at ed i n t o ear l y, i n for m al  l i n es of  
segr egat i on  th at  h ar den ed over  t i m e i n t o raci al l y  
di st i n ct  n ei gh borh oods. I t s h ousi n g m arket  
exper i en ced l ocal  pr essur e as wh i t e worker s an d 
f r eed peopl e of  col or  m oved f r om  r ural  t o ur ban  
ar eas. L an dl or ds an d of f i ci al s for ced Bl ack  r en t er s 
an d oth er  l ow -i n com e worker s t o cer t ai n  ar eas. 
Devel oper s scram bl ed t o pl at  n ew  n ei gh borh oods 
an d boar di n gh ouses. St i l l , just  as i n  oth er  
boom -t ow n s, worker  ar eas wer e cr owded, ch eaply  
bui l t , an d l ack i n g m oder n  san i t at i on , wh i l e m or e 
com for t abl e h ousi n g was r eser ved for  ow n er s an d 
m an ager s. Th i s m ean t  th at  even  wh en  th er e was 
l an d ar oun d th e ci ty, usabl e, accept abl e h ousi n g for  
poor  fam i l i es cl ose t o jobs an d sch ool s was i n  sh or t  
supply.
Sh ot gun  h ouses wer e popul ar  at  th e t i m e because 
th ese h om es wer e r el at ively  i n expen sive t o 
con st r uct  an d coul d be bui l t  r api dl y  w i th  abun dan t  
l ocal l y  sour ced pi n e an d ch eap l abor. Of t en  r el y i n g 
on  th e craf t sm an sh i p of  for m er l y  en sl aved peopl e, 
m an y of  th ese h ouses wer e n est l ed on  for m er  
sh ar ecr opper s? l an d an d i n  M on t gom er y?s ol dest  
Bl ack  n ei gh borh oods. Sh ot gun  h ouses ar e just  on e 
way th e h ousi n g syst em  deal t  w i th  th e n eed t o 
h ouse l ow ?i n com e worker s: bui l d sm al l , si m pl e 
h ouses, of t en  cl ust er ed t ogeth er  i n  speci f i c di st r i ct s 
th at  woul d l at er  be seen  as ?l ower ?st at us? or  Bl ack  
n ei gh borh oods. Al th ough  l ack i n g com for t  or  
m oder n  san i t at i on , th ese h om es ech oed th e Bl ack  
exper i en ce th r ough out  th e South . Th ei r  
ar ch i t ect ural  styl e becam e an  i con i c sym bol  of  
Bl ack  Am er i can  oppr essi on , an d yet , for  som e, i t  
m ean t  f r eedom .
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What  the Shotgun 
House Can Tell Us  
About  Our  Civil 
Liber t ies

__

Jacob van Megen | Living Block 
Manager /Hor t icultur ist

I n for m al , l ow -cost  h ousi n g, 
feder al  pr ogr am s an d m appi n g 
syst em s. Th i n k  of  i t  as a t i m el i n e: 
f i r st , ch eap ar ch i t ect u r e; t h en  
i n cr easi n gl y  for m al  syst em s t h at  
di v i de gr oups i n t o di f fer en t  
n ei gh bor h oods; t h en  ex pl i ci t  

t ool s l i k e r edl i n i n g m aps; an d 
f i n al l y  m oder n  subsi di es l i k e 
Sect i on  8 vouch er s, oper at i n g 
w i t h i n  a l an dscape al r eady  
sh aped by  i t s h i st or y. Th e sh ot gun  
h ouse at  Ol d A l abam a Tow n  i s at  
t h e h ear t  of  t h at  t i m el i n e.

G
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Taylor  Stewar t
Dir ector  of  Landmar ks Pr eser vat ion Ser vices

Saving Alabama,
Fueling Growth
H i st or i c pr eser vat i on  i s dr i v i n g r eal  
i nvest m en t  acr oss A l abam a, an d on e 
pr oject  i n  An dal usi a sh ow s why  
t h ese i n cen t i ves m at t er . H ow  t ax  
cr edi t s, t h ough t f u l  r euse, an d 
L an dm ar k s Pr eser vat i on  Ser v i ces 
wor k  t oget h er  t o h el p h i st or i c 
bu i l di n gs f i n d n ew  l i fe an d 
com m un i t i es f i n d n ew  oppor t un i t y.

                 i n ce 1976, th e Federal  H i st or i c Pr eser vat i on  
Tax  I n cen t ives Pr ogram  h as l everaged m or e th an  
$135.76 bi l l i on  i n  pr ivat e i nvest m en t  for  
r eh abi l i t at i on  pr oject s n at i onw i de. Al abam a?s 
h i st or i c t ax  cr edi t  pr ogram  work s al on gsi de th i s 
federal  i n cen t ive t o h el p m ake pr eser vat i on  
pr oject s f i n an ci al l y  v i abl e, st r en gth en i n g l ocal  

com m un i t i es by  at t ract i n g devel opm en t  dol l ar s 
th at  m i gh t  oth er w i se go el sewh er e. For  r ural  
Al abam a i n  par t i cul ar , th ese cr edi t s can  be a cr i t i cal  
cat al yst , h el pi n g t ran sfor m  h i st or i c pr oper t i es i n t o 
pr oduct ive, i n com e-gen erat i n g asset s. W h en  used 
t ogeth er, th e federal  an d st at e pr ogram s can  pr ov i de 
cr edi t s t ot al i n g up t o 45% of  qual i f i ed expen di t ur es 

S

? of t en  th e deci di n g fact or  i n  
wh eth er  a h i st or i c r eh abi l i t at i on  
pr oject  can  m ove for war d.

To qual i fy, appl i cat i on s m ust  be 
subm i t t ed befor e con st r uct i on  
begi n s, an d pr oject  pl an s m ust  be 
appr oved by  both  th e Al abam a 
H i st or i cal  Com m i ssi on  an d th e 
Nat i on al  Park  Ser v i ce. W h i l e th i s 
r ev i ew  pr ocess t akes t i m e, i t  i s al so 
col l aborat ive an d con st r uct ive. 
Rath er  th an  si m ply  r eject i n g 
pr oposal s, r ev i ewer s work  w i th  
appl i can t s t o pr ot ect  
ch aract er -def i n i n g feat ur es wh i l e 
h el pi n g pr oject s ach i eve th ei r  goal s. 
Such  gui dan ce of t en  h el ps r et ai n  
m or e of  a bui l di n g?s h i st or i c fabr i c 
th an  or i gi n al l y  pl an n ed.

I n  Fal l  2022, th e L an dm ark s 
Foun dat i on  l aun ch ed i t s 
Pr eser vat i on  Ser v i ces pr ogram  t o 
advan ce i t s m i ssi on  of  pr eser v i n g 
Al abam a?s ar ch i t ect ur e, h i st or y, an d 
cul t ur e wh i l e cr eat i n g a n ew  r even ue 
st r eam  for  th e organ i zat i on . Si n ce 
th en , th e pr ogram  h as suppor t ed 
pr oject s acr oss th e st at e, i n cl udi n g a 
r em ark abl e r eh abi l i t at i on  i n  
An dal usi a. Th er e, two adjacen t  
dow n t ow n  bui l di n gs ar e bei n g 
t ran sfor m ed i n t o Th e An dal usi an  
H ot el : th e for m er  Fi r st  Nat i on al  Ban k  

bui l di n g an d th e upper  two f l oor s of  
th e for m er  An dal a Fact or y  bui l di n g. 
Th e com pl et ed pr oject  w i l l  br i n g an  
upscal e bout i que h ot el  t o th e Ch oi ce 
H ot el s I n t er n at i on al  bran d, w i th  th e 
si x -st or y  Fi r st  Nat i on al  Ban k  
bui l di n g an d th e th r ee-st or y  An dal a 
Fact or y  bui l di n g con n ect ed by  a 
secon d-f l oor  sk y  br i dge. Posi t i on ed at  
a pr om i n en t  cor n er  of  th e squar e, 
th ese bui l di n gs w i l l  an ch or  a 
r en ewed i nvest m en t  i n  dow n t ow n  
An dal usi a an d dem on st rat e wh at  
pr eser vat i on  can  accom pl i sh  wh en  
v i si on  an d f i n an ci n g com e t ogeth er.

H i st or i c pr eser vat i on  h as evolved 
f r om  sav i n g on ly  th e m ost  i con i c 
l an dm ark s t o r ecogn i zi n g th e val ue of  
adapt i n g ever yday  h i st or i c bui l di n gs 
for  n ew  use. Th ese st r uct ur es wer e 
bui l t  w i th  durabi l i ty, craf t sm an sh i p, 
an d l on g-t er m  pur pose, an d th ey  
of t en  con t ai n  l ayer s of  h i st or y  an d 
desi gn  det ai l s th at  deser ve t o be 
r et ai n ed. Pr eser vat i on  i s n ot  si m ply  
about  n ost algi a; i t  i s about  
r espon si bl e r ei nvest m en t  i n  
bui l di n gs th at  st i l l  h ave m uch  t o 
of fer . Th e f u t ur e of  pr eser vat i on  
depen ds on  giv i n g th ese st r uct ur es 
th e ch an ce t o con t i n ue ser v i n g th ei r  
com m un i t i es befor e th ey  ar e l ost  t o 
dem ol i t i on , salvage, or  n egl ect .

The Andalusia project is a 
powerful example of what 
federal and Alabama historic 
tax credit programs can 
achieve together. They treat 
historic buildings as the 
cultural resources they are 
while making high-quality 
rehabilitation projects 
financially feasible. With 
continued support, these 
incentives can help more 
communities preserve their 
heritage, attract private 
investment, and build a 
stronger future through 
thoughtful reuse.

A St r onger  
Futur e 
Thr ough 
Thought ful 
Reuse

The bank was designed by 
Frank Lockwood. He was one 
of the South?s most notable 
architects. Lockwood 
focused on designing both 
public buildings and private 
homes. In Alabama, there 
are a few buildings designed 
by Lockwood, including the 
bank, the Covington County 
Courthouse and Jail, and the 
Alabama State Capitol. 

Photo |  Courtesy Clio, 
Visualizing History

Although the building seemed 
to be past its glory days, 
William T. Kiepura and S. 
Daniel Shehan purchased the 
space in 1981. They renamed 
the building the Former First 
National Bank. The two 
building owners decided to 
rent out spaces for 
businesses: the first being 
Covington Square, an Ice 
Cream and Sub shop. In 1982, 
the building was placed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.
Photo | Courtesy Clio, 
Visualizing History



On  M ay  6 t h , Dr. H owar d 
Robi n son , h ead of  ar ch ives at  
Al abam a St at e Un iver si ty, 
k i cked of f  th e ser i es at  th e 
L oeb Recept i on  Cen t er  an d 
pr esen t ed th e h i st or y  of  
Cen t en n i al  H i l l  an d a few  of  
i t s key  f i gur es t o th e gr oup t o 
pr epar e th em  for  th e week s 
ah ead. Dr. Robi n son  di scussed 
th e n uan ces of  an  af f l uen t  
Af r i can  Am er i can  com m un i ty, 
th e power  of  busi n ess an d 
oppor t un i ty  fol l ow i n g th e 
Civ i l  War, an d th e ch an ges t o 
th e n ei gh borh ood's boun dar y  
l i n es over  th e year s.

On  M ay  13t h , par t i ci pan t s t ook  
a f i el d t r i p t o th e Dr. Ri ch ar d 
H ar r i s H ouse. Dr. Val da H ar r i s 
M on t gom er y, Dr. H ar r i s? 
daugh t er, l ed th e gr oup on  a 
t our  of  th e h om e, expl or i n g i t s 
t i es t o th e pr om i ses of  
Recon st r uct i on  an d th e 
r eal i t i es of  th e Civ i l  Ri gh t s 
M ovem en t  an d beyon d.

On  M ay  20 t h , th e gr oup 
r et ur n ed t o Cen t en n i al  H i l l  
for  a conver sat i on  w i th  Val er i e 
Sm edl ey  an d Ch ei k h  
Rober t son . Sm edl ey  ow n s 

Tour s of  M on t gom er y  an d h as 
been  a ch am pi on  of  th e 
n ei gh borh ood?s pr eser vat i on  
for  m an y year s. Rober t son  
r ecen t l y  pur ch ased th e Top 
Fl i gh t  Di sco bui l di n g an d i s 
begi n n i n g h i s ow n  
pr eser vat i on  work  t o r en ew  i t .

Fi n al l y, on  M ay  27t h , th e gr oup 
r et ur n ed t o th e L oeb 
Recept i on  Cen t er  t o spen d th e 
l ast  n i gh t  of  th e ser i es w i th  
L an dm ark s Execut ive 
Di r ect or  Jessi ca O?Con n or  for  
a w rap-up pr esen t at i on , ?Th e 
Five Sen ses of  Pr eser vat i on .? 
Th er e, par t i ci pan t s expl or ed 
h ow  pr eser vat i on  work  can  
en gage w i th  al l  f i ve sen ses, 
cul m i n at i n g i n  an  
ar ch i t ect ur e com pet i t i on  t o 
bui l d Cen t en n i al  H i l l  
st r uct ur es f r om  edi bl e 
m at er i al s.
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PRESERVATION  LEADERSHIP SEMINAR
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PARTICIPATION
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As part of this summer?s continued work to increase visibility of 
and engagement for Old Alabama Town, Landmarks enrolled the 
site in two national accessibility campaigns: Blue Star Museums 
(BSM) and Museums for All (MFA). The Blue Star Museum 
program was established in 2010 as a partnership with National 
Endowment for the Humanities, Blue Star Families, and the 
Department of War to make local learning opportunities free for 
active duty members and their families. This program gives free 
admission from Armed Forces Day to Labor Day (May 16 ? 
September 7), but Landmarks is taking it one step further to 
open the opportunity to retired military personnel and their 
families also. Admissions are free for families up to five with 
military ID. This year, Old Alabama Town and Montgomery 
Museum of Fine Arts are the only regional museums 
participating in this important program.

Museums for All, also a National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) funded project, broadens how Old Alabama Town can 
create opportunities for learners in the city. This program 
supports families of up to five to use their SNAP/EBT benefits 
once a month to visit Old Alabama Town for a discounted 
admission. Now, these families can visit Old Alabama Town for 
$5.00 per adult, $2.00 for ages 13-17, and free under 12.  
Landmarks also expanded this program in connection with our 
school tour programs. To better support our Title I schools, 
who may otherwise not be able to afford field trips, these 
admissions costs will also apply to all students, teachers, and 
chaperons from Title I schools during the 2026-2027 school 
year.

For NEH, our participation supports research into the impact of 
expanded tourism on state and national economies by 
supporting underserved populations. For Landmarks, it gives 
our local families the opportunity to visit and learn together 
outside of the classroom by reducing cost barriers for families 
that need support and is a small step forward to make Old 
Alabama Town an accessible, inclusive classroom.

Landmarks Expands its 
Accessibility 

Centennial
Hill; a
Location
of Black
Placemaking

Th e Ben  M oor e H ot el  pr oject , i n  
par t n er sh i p w i t h  t h e Con ser vat i on  
Fun d, spar k ed t h e t h em e for  t h i s year ?s 
Pr eser vat i on  L eader sh i p Sem i n ar : 
Cen t en n i al  H i l l : Pl aces of  Pr ot ect i on , 
an d t h e Pr ot ect i on  of  Pl aces. 
Par t i ci pan t s gat h er ed ever y  
Wedn esday  i n  M ay  t o m eet  w i t h  l ocal  
ex per t s abou t  t h e h i st or y, peopl e, an d 
pl aces i n  on e of  M on t gom er y?s ol dest  
n ei gh bor h oods wh er e t h e Ben  M oor e 
st an ds t h e t est  of  t i m e.

Special thanks to our sponsors, Old 
Cloverdale Association, Cottage Hill 
Foundation, and the Garden District 
Preservation Association for making 
this year?s Preservation Leadership 
Seminar a success!

The Newslet ter  of  the Landmar ks Foundat ion



            n  th e l at e 18th  cen t ur y, Ch i ef  Efau H adjo (al so 
k n ow n  as M ad Dog) ser ved as a cen t ral  f i gur e for  th e 
Cr eek  Nat i on . H e l ed f r om  Tuck abat ch ee, th e 
n at i on?s capi t al  n ear  pr esen t -day  Tal l assee, 
Al abam a. Th i s si t e was th e h ear t  of  th ei r  pol i t i cal  
an d spi r i t ual  l i fe, m arked by  th e Gr eat  Coun ci l  Tr ee 
wh er e l eader s gath er ed t o si gn  t r eat i es an d gui de 
th ei r  peopl e th r ough  a ch an gi n g l an dscape. Th e 
st or y  of  th e Cr eek  peopl e i s pr eser ved th r ough  th e 
l ives of  i n div i dual s l i ke M ar y  L ou M i l es Ol iver  
Wi n gar d, a descen dan t  of  th ese ear l y  l eader s. H er  
l i fe span n ed n ear l y  a cen t ur y  of  uph eaval . Kn ow n  
af fect i on at ely  as "Gran dm a Wi n gar d," sh e w i t n essed 
th e expan si on  of  h er  fam i l y  an d th e di sper sal  of  h er  
peopl e. H er  l i n eage ser ves as a t est am en t  t o th e 
sur v ival  of  th e Cr eek  i den t i ty  acr oss gen erat i on s, 
even  as th e ph ysi cal  m arker s of  th ei r  Al abam a 

h om e, l i ke th e or i gi n al  Tuck abat ch ee si t e, faded 
f r om  th e m ap.

I n  1836, th e Cr eek  peopl e wer e for ced f r om  th ei r  
an cest ral  l an ds t o I n di an  Ter r i t or y  (m oder n -day  
Ok l ah om a). H owever, th ey  di d n ot  ar r ive 
em pty-h an ded. Th e L oach apok a cl an  car r i ed th e 
ash es f r om  th ei r  l ast  cer em on i al  f i r e i n  Al abam a. 
Upon  ar r iv i n g, th ey  bur i ed th ose sacr ed ash es 
ben eath  a m at ur e post  oak  t r ee over l ook i n g th e 
Ark an sas River. Th i s t r ee becam e th e Coun ci l  Oak , 
th e si t e of  th ei r  f i r st  t r adi t i on al  cer em on i es an d 
coun ci l  m eet i n gs i n  th ei r  n ew  h om e, Tal asi  
(m ean i n g "Ol d Tow n"). Just  as th e Gr eat  Coun ci l  
Tr ee st ood i n  Al abam a, th e Coun ci l  Oak  i n  Tul sa 
becam e a l iv i n g sym bol  of  a n at i on  th at  r ef used t o 
l et  i t s f i r e go out .

ALABAMA NATIVE TREES

T he 
Counci l  
Oak : 
A  L i v i n g 
Br i dge 
of  t he 
Cr eek  
Nat i on

Th e st or y  of  t h e Cr eek  

Nat i on  i s on e of  deep r oot s 

an d en dur i n g r esi l i en ce. I t  

span s f r om  t h e ban k s of  

A l abam a?s Tal l apoosa River  

t o t h e h i l l s of  Ok l ah om a. 

H ow  on e t r ee ex pl ai n s our  

h i st or y.

Photo |  Courtesy Visit Tulsa 

The Creek Nation Council 
(specifically the Loachapoka clan) 

used a mature post oak tree 
(Quercus stellata) for their 

ceremonies and the 
re-establishment of their 

government in 1836. Located in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, this tree marked 

the site where they deposited 
ashes from their traditional 

Alabama homes to establish their 
new ceremonial ground.
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Join Muffin Hand for 3-day workshop (July 8 - 10) on Basket Coiling with PineNeedles. Tickets 
cost $125 for General Admission and $65 for Landmarks members and volunteers. All 
materials and a light lunch are included in the ticket price. Scan the coiling QR code on the left 
to sign up for the 3-day summer workshop.

In observance of the 250th birthday of the United States, a selection Muffin's work will be 
exhibited in Lucas Tavern, 310 North Hull Street, Downtown Montgomery (July 2nd through 
August 4th).  We look forward seeing you in Lucas Tavern.
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WORKSHOP
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Jacob van Megen |
Living Block Manager /Hor t icultur ist

I

                             
                             uf f i n  H an d i s f r om  
Ath en s, Al abam a. Sh e m oved t o 
M on t gom er y  i n  1968 t o at t en d 
H un t i n gdon  Col l ege an d l at er  
Tr oy  Un iver si ty. M uf f i n  t augh t  
el em en t ar y  sch ool  for  30  year s. 
Af t er  r et i r i n g, sh e worked for  th e 
M on t gom er y  Di st r i ct  At t or n ey. 
Af t er  l eav i n g th i s posi t i on , sh e 
h as been  t ravel i n g an d doi n g 
vol un t eer  work . Sh e i s cur r en t l y  
an  i n st r uct or  for   Och er  L i fel on g 
L ear n i n g I n st i t u t e (OL L I ) at  
Aubur n  Un iver si ty  M on t gom er y.

M uf f i n  st ar t ed m ak i n g pi n e 
n eedl e coi l ed basket s i n  2005. 
Not  l on g af t er , sh e st ar t ed coi l i n g 
on  gour ds. Two of  h er  f i r st  ar t  
gour ds wer e sel ect ed t o be i n  th e 
2007 Al abam a Or i gi n al s: 
Con t em porar y  Craf t s Sh ow   i n  th e 

RSA Tower, Al abam a Ar t i st  
Gal l er y. Sh e h as al so exh i bi t ed at  
Pi ke Road, th e St ur divan t   H al l  
Ar t esi an  Fai r   i n  Sel m a, Bl ack  
Bel t  Tr easur es i n  Cam den , th e 
Rum bl i n g Wat er  th r i f t  sh op i n  
Wet um pk a, an d OL L I .

M uf f i n  h as t augh t  pr ivat e an d 
gr oup l esson s ar oun d th e st at e. 
Sh e al so t augh t  th r ee sessi on s at  
th e Joh n  C. Cam pbel l  Fol k  Ar t  
Sch ool  i n  Brasst ow n , Nor th  
Car ol i n a, an d con t r i bu t ed an  
ar t i cl e t o Gour d M agazi n e on  th e 
2011 Al abam a Tor n adoes. I n  h er  
gour d coi l i n g work  sh e used 
n eedl es f r om  dow n ed pi n e t r ees. 
Th at  speci f i c gour d h ad subt l e 
r oun d spot s th at  sh e 
m i racul ously  t ran sfor m ed i n t o 
faces. Th at  work  was don at ed t o 
th e Ch i l dr en?s H ar bor.

W or k shop: Bask et  
Coi l i n g w i t h  Pi ne Needl es

For  m any  Nat i ve Am er i can  t r i bes, coi l i n g i s a "l i v i n g 
t r adi t i on" t h at  bl en ds spi r i t ual  si gn i f i can ce w i t h  
t ech n i cal  sk i l l s. T r adi t i on al l y, coi l ed bask et r y  r el i es on  
bot an i cal  dyes for aged f r om  t h e l ocal  l an dscape. Th ese 
dyes car r y  deep cu l t u r al  sy m bol i sm . L ear n  abou t  our  
I n di gen ous h er i t age an d joi n  M uf f i n  H an d's 3-day  
Wor k sh op i n  Ju l y.

M

landmar ksfoundat ion.com

A Nat ive Amer ican Tr adit ion
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